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WHY PARENTS FAIL Proverbs 22:6; 29:15
It is obvious that not all parents bring all their children to a successful, responsible adulthood which God intends for them. Parents fail when they do not obey the word of God in training up their children. Child training is a very great task, which will require from us our time, devotion and dedication to this important parental duty. Training a child in such a way to bring joy in the future also requires planning and wisdom (Luke 14:28-30; Proverbs 4:7).
INDICES OF FAILURE
Based on observations and investigations, some forty pointers to failure in child training are examined for every parent to guard against if they will not fail.

1. Wrong or faulty foundation
2. Bad example and sinful lifestyle of parents

3. Wrong perspective in parenting

4. Sparing the rod and spoiling the child

5. Delay in leading the child to Christ

6. Disobedience to God's commandment

7. Lack of definite guidelines for children

8. Lack of family altar

9. Lack of adequate time for the children

10. Parents' disagreement on discipline

11. Unchecked curiosity and zeal for adventure

12. Unhealthy comparison with other children

13. Showing favouritism

14. Inadequate provision and inadequate explanations

15. Critical, censorious spirit

16. Being influenced by parents’ childhood experiences

17. Unforgiving spirit

18. Lack of supervision on books read and friends kept

19. Watching television/corrupt movies

20. Lack of family planning (too many kids)
21. Misuse of reward and punishment

22. Use of force instead of dialogue

23. Inability to deal with child's resistance

24. Lack of understanding of teenagers

25. Nagging the child

26. Insensitivity and lack of respect for a child's feelings

27. Lack of commendation for the child

28. Being cruel

29. Being over protective

30. Use of silence to fight the child

31. Misuse of words

32. Disgracing the child before his peers

33. Child abuse

34. Provoking the child

35. Unhealthy home environment and lack of privacy for the child

36. Interference with outside bodies

37. Parent’s involvement in the occult, spiritism, spiritualism etc.

38. Inherited curses/spell cast on the child

39. Attack of the devil

40. Lack of fervent prayer
PATHWAY TO SUCCESSFUL PARENTHOOD   Proverbs 22:6; 29:15
To bring up our children successfully, the following points are worth pondering over:
1. Dedicate your children to God while yet in the womb (I Samuel 1:28; Luke 2:22).
2. Teach your children from early childhood, the biblical principles of godly living, obedience and discipline (Luke 2:40,52).

3. Seek help through constant reading, for example good books on child training so as to know the nature of children and effective methods of child training. You can also read and learn of good principles provided by the government and private agencies. The Church also provides assistance to parents in child training.

4. Bring your children early in life to a personal encounter with Christ (Matthew 19:14).

5. Instruct your children daily in the scriptures both in conversation and daily devotion (Deuteronomy 4:9; 6:5-7; II Timothy 3:15).

6. Establish your children in a spiritual Church where God’s word is proclaimed. Teach them to follow the principle: Ï am a companion of them that fear Thee.” (Psalm 119:63; Acts 5:29).
7. Lift up your children to God by constant and fervent intercession (Ephesians 6:18; James 5:16).

8. Reverse the indices of failure mentioned above where applicable.
9. Have such a love and concern for your children that will sacrifice anything to deepen their faith and make their lives acceptable to God (Philippians 2:17; II Corinthians 12:14).

God I His love has revealed to you some of the indices of failure in child training. Certainly, His singular purpose is that you do not fail. He ha also revealed the pathway to successful parenthood. It is then real wisdom for you to carefully correct any mistakes you have now discovered in your parenting and prayerfully determine to succeed as from now onwards. Above all, as a parent, make it a duty to maintain a sound personal relationship with Jesus. Only God can help you to succeed and He will surely do so if you rely on Him.
