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	AGES 3-5 – Characteristics

a. Small in stature
	TEACHER – What to do

Use materials and equipment geared to their size.

	b. Attention span 3-7 minutes
	Change activities often. Use a variety of words.

	c. Large muscles are developing
	Use large crayons, blunt scissors, jumbo pencils. Don not expect perfection in colouring and cutting.

	d. Reacts strongly to positive, negative events. Explodes when angry sometimes jealous.
	Create an atmosphere of love and at all times. Treat all children equally.

	e. Increasing in vocabulary. He/she can memorize phrases but forgets easily.
	Provide short, terse memory verse that the child can easily understand.

	f. Thinks of God in a personal way.
	Tell him/her how much God loves. Give him/her opportunity to formulate his own prayers.

	g. Gaining in emotional stability.
	Praise the child often. Create a climate of love.

	AGES 6-8 – Characteristics

a. Developing in small muscle coordination.
	TEACHER – What to do

Use large lettering for ease of reading.

	b. Very active
	Alternate active with quit times. Change activities often during the class session.

	c. Beginning to understand symbolism and abstract words.
	Keep children busy by directing energies to productive learning. Use visuals to illustrate abstract

	d. Has a definite learning style of his own.
	Maintain a variety of learning methods. Allow for individual differences.

	e. Has many heroes
	Provide a consistent model of Christian living. Point the child to Jesus the perfect Model and Example.

	f. On the brink of salvation decisions
	Recognise that the child can define sin, but in reference to specifications point him to Jesus Christ Who died for our sins.

	AGES 9-12 – Characteristics

a. Energetic
	TEACHER – What to do

Keep him/her involved in the learning process to direct his energy in a variety of construction activities.

	b. Loud
	Maintain  firm standards of conduct, but expect some controlled outbursts of excitement in the learning experience


UNDERSTANDING YOUR CHILDREN

Matthew 18:1-6

Understanding children means knowing the children individually; that is their age, sex, interest, need, hurts, victories and their everyday problems.

It also involves knowing their level of spiritual growth and commitment to the word of God.


You need to understand your children so that the word of God you are presenting to them will change their hearts, attitudes and actions; that they will accept Jesus as their Lord and Savour; grow up in Christ-lie character; and that they will use the Biblical principles they are learning to find solutions to their everyday problems. Knowing your children will help you to be the best teacher you can be.


A teacher who knows his/her children can predict during preparation time how the children may individually react the word of God that is to be taught. The teacher can anticipate problems and questions that may arise during the lesson and pray for the Holy Spirit’s assistance to find answer before the class session. He/she will be able to identify and prepare answer before the class session. He/she will be able to identify and prepare illustrations that will interest, encourage and challenge the children during the lesson.

1. STEPS IN UNDERSTANDING CHILDREN’S GOOD RELATIONSHIPS

The teacher must build good relationships with the children by loving them creating a caring atmosphere where children can relate to each other and have a desire to learn.

2. Interesting discussion time

Talking to children is one of the best ways to ensure their happiness and success especially in spiritual things. Encourage the children to talk about themselves by asking the questions, and show interest in them by being a good listener. Listen to them as they interact with each other. This will help you to know the things that interest them and you can use such in preparing illustrations. Discuss with the children at eye-level by sitting beside them. Talk privately with individual child. There are some things a child will not discuss with you unless he/she is the only one with you. Engage the children in practical activities both in-door or outdoor and you will be amazed at the level of discovery that peculiar to individual child. Create time to visit your children outside the classroom.

3. AGE-GROUPS CHARACTERISTICS

As teacher, you must know and understand the characteristics of the various age groups and how to react to such in order to have a successful lesson.

	AGES 3-5 – Characteristics

c. Talkative
	TEACHER – What to do

Use methods of teaching that involve him in discussion.

	d. Imaginative
	Use creative learning activities. Guide him as he discovers for himself the exciting truths of God’s word.

	e. Beginning to respond to life related Bible teaching.
	Emphasize the examples of moral behaviour in the Bible.

	f. Reading to make salvation decisions as his/her conscience continues to develop.
	Confront the child with Jesus Christ, Who saves from sin. Share important scriptures that relate to salvation.


THE PLACE OF AUDIO-VISUAL AIDS IN TEACHING Deuteronomy 6:4-11

The importance of visual aids to children’s work generally cannot be over-emphasised, more so when it comes to communicating a spiritual truth to the children. Jesus Christ our greatest Teacher taught always using physical and familiar illustrations in driving home the spiritual truth to the people of His days. Today, more than ever before, it is necessary to use visual aids in everything we want tot talk with children about spiritual things; especially now. The world around us is getting more attention of the child’s young mind. Example, dirty and polluted pictures on television/internet and immoral dramas coming in through home videos. Think about this, relevant  visual aids in the hand of an unconverted teacher. No matter how he effectively uses them, the sinner child may remain in his or her sin. He/she must first be converted, sanctified and baptised with the Holy Ghost. It is then we can do an enduring work in the children’s ministry.


The topic shall be examined under three sub-headings.

1. THE IMPORTANCE OF VISUAL AIDS

A visual is something that you can see. And aid is something that helps you to teach. A visual aid in Christian teaching is a picture drawing, poster, object, chart, map or other devices which present to the eye of the child in concrete form the spiritual truth to be learnt. Statistics show that the sense of taste records 1% of all impressions we receive. Touch records 11/2%; smell records 31/2%; hearing records 7%; and sight 87%. We remember 10% of what we hear, 50% of what we see and 80% of what we see, hear and do. Good teaching involves getting the children’s attention and holding it. This usually can be done through the eye-gate. Children retain more fact when relevant visual aids are employed.


Visual aids help us to understand God’s word and we should try to impress our pupils with message God has given us. As we allow the Holy Spirit to use us, we also appeal to the senses of touching or feeling, tasting and smelling. The major purpose of visual ids is to make God’s word clear and plain to the child that it can be easily understood, received, believed and acted upon. Visual aids do not save. They are only aids in bring children to acknowledge the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. Visual aids can be used in teaching children memory verses, songs Bible lesson review and others anytime and everywhere.

Visual aids in Scripture

There are several examples of the use of visual-aids in the Bible. God’s use of visual aids is evidence of the value of their use. There are instances where God commanded the use of certain visuals especially to teach children – Example, the Passover (Exodus 12:24-27).

Examples of where visual aids are used in the Bible

a. Genesis 7:1,13 – The ark, mark of safety.

b. Genesis 9:13 – Rainbow in the cloud by God.

c. Genesis 15:5 – Stars, numbers seeds of Abraham.

d. Exodus 13:20-22 – Pillar of cloud by day and fire by night – God’s presence

e. Matthew 18:2,3 – A child, a symbol of innocency and humility. Jesus taught always using physical and familiar illustrations in driving home the spiritual truth to the people of His days.

2. TYPES AND USES

There are 1001 teaching aids that can be used in teaching various topics. In fact, it is advocated that for every teaching there should be teaching aid. These aids are variously classified, some may be classified as electronics and non electronics. They can also be classified as a. Audio – Those that appear to the hearing. Examples, tapes, radio and others. b. Visual – Materials that can be seen. Examples poster, flannel graph, picture, flip charts, puppets, maps, wordless books and others. c. Audio-visual -  These appeal to both hearing and seeing. Examples are films, video, projectors, slides; they are mechanically operated. d. Real objects: Varieties which include tins, plastics, fruits, umbrellas, coins and the child himself.

USES:  The type of teaching aids to use depends on the following:

1. Age of the learner

2. Its relevance to the content of the lesson or topic.’

3. Teacher’s capability to use it.

4. Availability of the teaching materials.

5. Environment. 

6. Cost

The following teaching aids can be used for the listed age groups.

*Ages 1-3 - Descriptive pictures, wordless book, photographs or painting. Concrete objects, visualised song, fist and finger puppets.

*Ages 3-5 -  Pictures, letter cards, flash cards, posters, painting puppets, real objects.

*Ages 6-8 - Pictures, paintings, puppet films and video, overhead projector, maps, construction from items, such as Lego, dough, clay plasticine.

*Ages 9-15 - Blackboards, posters, maps, puppets, magazines, textbooks, radio, cassette, computer.

PREPARATION

For drawing and painting, the following materials are needed i. Coloured pencils. ii. coloured chalk. iii Poster colour. iv. paper

· The pictures are drawn and coloured with attractive colours.

· Photographs of scenes or truth to be taught should be got where available.

· Letter cards / flash cards can be made with cardboard paper and markers of different colours.

· Puppets can be made from old gloves, cardboard and paper.

· Posters and maps can be drawn on cardboard.

· Overhead projector, radio, computer, magazines and textbooks can be purchased.

· Models can be made with clay, wood, cardboard, boxes, tin bamboo, plasticine.

The teacher needs to know how to choose the right aid for the age group for the right lesson/message.


The aid chosen must be appropriate for the age and relevant to the message chosen. You do not just choose an aid for the sake of doing so. You should also note that continuous use of just a type of aid for different lesson can result into monotony and make the lesson uninteresting to the children. Vary your use of aid so that the children will not easily be bored.

You can use a combination of one or two in a lesson but at least one must be used for every message. Teachers should also endeavour to use teaching aids during the preparatory sessions.


If all teachers make it appoint of duty to always use instructional materials there will be less noise among the children. Consequently the work of the supervisor and the teacher will be less. More importantly, you should know that every effort you put into the work, there is eternal reward for it.

3. THE BENEFITS OF VISUAL AIDS

Some of the advantages of visual aids are:

a. The visual aids create and keep interest

b. Solve the age and grading problems.

c. Make learning interesting and rapid.

d. Make learning permanent.

e. Help to lead to conviction and conversion of sinners.

f. Make teacher happy and joyful after teaching.

g. Make heavenly angelic host happy over any soul that is converted through the use of visual aids.

h. There will be church growth.

