BIBLE STUDY
A NEW LIFE IN THE NEW MILLENNIUM
John 1:4; 1 John 3:1-7; Romans 6:4b; 2 Corinthians 5:17

An old year is gone. A new year has come in. This is the beginning of a new era. The beginning of the year offers us a good opportunity to reflect on the  year and recount our blessings.

In our text, we are told that Christ is the giver of new life. He has  made abundant  provision for our physical, financial, academic and spiritual life. 

All that we need is in Jesus, He can give life abundant to all who seek Him in the new millennium.

Q1:  What do you understand by New life in Christ?____________________

_______________________________________________________________

A new life is a life that is made free from sin through Christ’s sacrificial death at calvary. This new life is eternal and abundant which can be enjoyed by every saved student. Anyone that has the new life from God has power over outward  sin of every kind. The  greatest thing that could happen to anyone is to have the  power of sin destroyed in him/her life. When we become a  new creatures in Christ through repentance “old  things pass away” in our lives and all things become new.

Q2: What are the characteristics of the new life according to the following Bible passages.
(i) 1 John 4: 7_____________________________________________________

(ii) 1 John 3:8,9___________________________________________________

(iii) Hebrews 10:25_________________________________________________

(iv) Colossians 1:10_________________________________________________

This new year we have a lot of countless opportunities, wealth of resources from which to tap immeasurable  blessings. We must be prepared to serve the Lord better with renewed strength, vigour and might as well as preparing  for a better performance this new term.

Q3: What are the conditions for receiving the new life according to:
(i)  Romans 10:9-11?_______________________________________________

(ii) Ephesians 2:8-9?________________________________________________

(iii) 1 Peter 1:15-16?_________________________________________________

The sinning student need to renounce every known sins by confessing and forsaking of sins accepting Christ as their Saviour. Every saved student must daily live a life of holiness and be actively engage in serving the Lord.  God has promised to supply all our needs for the new term. He wants us to “mount up with wings as eagles” (Isaiah 4:35).

Q4: According to the following Bible references what are God’s promises for you this new term?
(i)   Deuteronomy 28:7______________________________________________

(ii)  Joshua 1:8____________________________________________________

(iii) 2 Timothy 4:18_________________________________________________

To possess your blessings this new year, you must be determined, disciplined and diligence  in all your endeavours in life. The promises of God abound for us this new term as we begin living a new life in this millennium.

BIBLE STUDY
THE UNCOMPROMISING CHRISTIAN STUDENT

Daniel 3:14,16,17,23-30; Proverbs 24:21

Christians are “the called out people from the world” (worldly system) into the

the kingdom of  God. They are distinct from other people since they operate under different principle and  ideology. The world is jealous of the virtues and light in a christian life as this poses as a threat to their own standard and life styles, and for this they will do everything possible to lure christians to their own side, make him compromise his standard thereby weaken them and exposing them to danger and disrepute.

Q1: Define the word compromise in your own words.____________________

________________________________________________________________

As a result of our stand for the truth, temptation and trials will come our way to shaken our convinction and faith in God, but we must take a strong determination like the three Hebrews in our text never to yield to the flesh or compromise our stand. The fiery furnance in the life of Christian students could mean a severe persecution, trial of faith or temptation instigated by the devil to frustrate us and weaken our Christian conviction.

Q2: Mention some common temptations that are likely to make Christian students compromise their stand for the truth.
(i)  At Home_____________________________________________________

(ii)  At School_____________________________________________________

(iii) When preparing for examination____________________________________

(iv) In the examination hall___________________________________________

Every believer will find a time in his Christian life and which his faith will be challenged by the circumstances that surround him in our various schools, this could be in form of pressure to participate in examination malpractices, violence and various damnable heretical ideologies and doctrines.

Q3: What should a Christian student do when faced with the following situations?

(i)     When a so called christian teacher enticed him/her to sin___________________

(ii)   When the parents bought examination question (expo/leakage) for     

           him__________________________________________________________

(iii)  When a respected religious leader ask you to compromise your stand for truth

        ___________________________________________________________

(iv)  When a so called christian friend asks for your assistance in examination hall?

        ___________________________________________________________

Temptation could come from anybody, it could be from a respected individual in the society like king Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 3:14); a trusted christian leader as in the case of children of Rechabites (Jeremiah 35:1-6,8); parents and close christian friends, no matter the source of temptation we should maintain our stand, never to compromise.

Compromise removes the protections of God and bring God’s displeasure on us; even in the secular society uncompromisers are always rated higher than compromisers, while compromisers loose the trust and confident or people. Those who maintain  their position stand in admiration of people.

Q4: From the following Bible references, mention the rewards of those who refuse to compromise their faith?
(i)   Daniel 1:8,9____________________________________________________

(ii)  Genesis 39:7-8,12; 41:40-41_______________________________________

(iii) Psalm 34:17,19_________________________________________________

(iv) Jeremiah 37:1-2,5-6,19__________________________________________

(v)  Daniel 3:14,16-17,23,30__________________________________________

For us to live an uncompromising life, we must give ourselves to constant study of God’s word, prayer and a resolute determination to stand for the truth, no matter the threat of adversary; we must resist the devil and all his suggestions (James 4:7-8) and refuse to yield your grounds.

BIBLE STUDY
SAINTLY LIVING IN A SODOMITE CITY
Genesis 18:20-21; 19:1; Titus 2:11-14

A Sodomite city can be said to be a corrupt community, or a group of people who interact or relate with one another in a manner that exalts Satan and dishonour God. From our text, the inhabitants of  Sodom were filthy, unclean and wicked. The Bible predicted that in the last days, social and moral vices will be rampant in the world: Today, “the whole world lieth in wickedness” (1 John 5:19) and the School Community is not different from the wicked world.

Q1:  In your own words describe a “Sodomite city”?___________________

_______________________________________________________________

Q2: What are the characteristics of Sodom that can be found in our schools today? 
(i)____________________________(ii)________________________________

(iii)___________________________(iv)_______________________________

As the cry of the sins and cruelty of Sodom ascended to the presence of God, God brought judgment upon the city and it was consumed with fire because they rejected the mercy of God.  So, God knows every secret sin that boys and girls commit in the city or school. For “the secret sins of men on earth are open scandal in heaven”.  For these sins God will bring judgment upon all sinners. Today, if you will hear the voice harden not your hearts (Hebrews 3:15).

Q3: What can sinners do to escape the judgement of God?
(i)______________________________________________________________

(ii)___________________________________________________________________

(iii)_________________________________________________

(iv)__________________________________________________

God wants sinners to be saved from sin. When a sinner repents of his/her sins and accepts Jesus Christ into his life, he receives pardon and he becomes a member of the family of God redeemed by Jesus’ blood and then he becomes a saint.

Q4: Who is a Saint Student?___________________________

______________________________________________________

Lot lived in Sodom but he was different in character, he lived as a saint among the sinners. A Saint is one whose sins are forgiven, and he has received the grace of God that makes him/her live a sin-free life. He/She is saved from sin and became born again. He is righteous as Christ is righteous (1 John 3:7). We are commanded by the Lord to live a life that is without reproach in this world. Like a white lilly growing out of a dirty mire, we are to be examples and proof to the world in our various schools and neighbour-hood that holiness and godliness are possible and attainable by man in this present world.

Q5:  What practical steps can we take to live saintly life in a corrupt community like ours from the following verses.
(i)    1 John 5:18_____________________________________________________

(ii)   Ephesians 5:11_________________________________________________

(iii) Galatians 5:16,25_______________________________________________

(iv) Hebrews 10:25________________________________________________

(v)  Ephesians 6:18_______________________________________________ __

The School Community is not only corrupt but has a corrupt influence. But as saints, we must live a separated life. Though, Lot lived among the Sodomites, he did not compromise with the sinful practices there. The Bible records that the angels met him at the gate of the city (Genesis 19:1), which was a mark of separation.  True believers must live a life clearly different from unbelievers. When others are indifferent to the word of God, he should be committed to preaching, teaching and obeying the word of God. He is not rebellious, but obeys the school rules and regulations. He is not lazy but diligent; not rude but respectful and blameless; not proud but humble.

He might be alone in this way of righteousness, yet he shines as light in darkness. Are you  Saint or a sinner?  There is no fence. Daniel, Joseph, Esther, Ruth, Timothy and many others were examples of saints in the Bible. You can be a saint and live saintly in this evil world. Why not be a saint today!

BIBLE STUDY
BACK TO BETHEL
Genesis 28:16-20; 35;1-7

The word “Bethel” according to our Bible text means the house of God where prayers  are being offered and answers received.   Jacob met with the Lord through personal experience of salvation and the Lord promised to bless him physically, spiritually and materially. The promise was not fulfilled immediately in his life because of sin. If you have gone into the sin of  stealing, fighting or idol worship, the Lord wants you to repent and come back to Him today.

Q1: Mention some sins common among students_________________________

_______________________________________________________________
The Lord told Jacob to return to Bethel (Genesis 35:1) where He met him before. There was prompt obedience in the life of Jacob. He did not consider what his friends would say. He obeyed the Lord and requested his family to follow him.  The Lord is calling us into a new life of peace and joy.  We need to obey without any delay.

Q2: Mention some practical steps the following categories of students need to take in order to receive the blessings of God.

(i)     Sinners (Romans 10:13).__________________________________________

(ii)    Backsliders (Hosea 14:1,2)._______________________________________

(iii)   Religious Youths (1 Timothy 1:15)___________________________________

The Lord promised us a change of heart and life (II Corinthians 5:17). the moment we  return fully to Him. The academic success and financial supply that He promised will also be ours. For us to receive His blessings, we must totally depend on Him and have faith in Him believing that He can do all things.

Q3:  Mention some blessings that the Lord has promised us according to the following Bible passages.
(i)   3 John  2_____________________________________________________

(ii)   Exodus 33:14___________________________________________________

(iii) Philippians 4:19________________________________________________

(iv) John 10:10b___________________________________________________

The Lord wants us to go back to Bethel, where we had once met Him. To maintain our Christian experiences, the following steps must be put into consideration.

(i)    Regular quiet time (Mark 1:35).

(ii).  Fellowshipping with the children of God (Hebrews 10:25).

(iii). Cultivating the habit of prayer (Luke 18:1).

(iv.  Running away from all appearance of evil (1Thessalonians 5:22).

As we do all these, the Lord will definitely bless us.

EXHORTATION
THE HARVEST IS RIPE
Matthew 9:35-38, Luke 10:2; Matthew 28:19-20.

The word harvest brings to mind the necessity of reaping or gathering  of grains and other food crops due for consumption. Christ likened the state of sinners to that of matured crops. He was burdened because He knew fully well, the repercussion of not harvesting matured crops on time. He therefore, compelled the disciples to pray the God of harvest to send labours into the field.

1.
IDENTIFYING RIPE CROPS HARVEST

Matthew 9:35-36; John 4:35,39,41

The accounts given about Christ’s  ministry according to our text clearly point to us the categories of those who are ripe for harvest. Using the acronym ripe, we shall consider the categories of persons due for harvest.


R- The religious and unregenerated (John 3:1-3).


I - The ignorant, but zealous students (Romans 10:3,2).


P- The possessed and occultic youths (Acts 16:16).


E- Every sinner under the face of the earth (1 John 3:8).

Failure to harvest these categories of persons in our classes and environment into- God’s kingdom will eventually lead to their destruction (Romans 6:23; Matthew 9:36).

2.
THE COMMAND FOR AND QUALITIES OF FRUITFUL 


LABOURERS


Matthew 9:36-38; 10:1,5.

Christ never delayed involving His disciples in the work of harvesting the ripe crop (sinner) knowing fully well the danger. We also ought to plunge into the work without delay, for delay is dangerous. Since the work is spiritual and it involves rescuing  Satan’s captives (1 John 3:8a), it will then be necessary to possess certain qualities. Using the acronym, labourers, we shall consider nine (9) qualities of a fruitful labourer.


L-Living in newness of life (II Corinthians 5:17).


A-Abiding in Christ (John 15:4)


B-Bended kneels in prayer for the unregenerated (Roman 10:1)


O-Obedience to Christ’s word (John 14:15;15:14).


U-Unity in fellowship with the brethren


R-Reading and meditating on God’s word (1 Timothy 4:13-15).


E-Endeavouring to live like Christ at all time (Galatians 2:20).


R-Resisting the tempter’s suggestions (I Peter 5:8-9).


S-Seeking heavenly reward and glory (Colossians 3:1-2).

3.
THE REWARD FOR FRUITFUL SOUL WINNERS


Matthew 10:32; John 15:16; Daniel 12:3; Isaiah 52:7

Manifold blessings await those that are involved in this great task. These blessings include: (i) Divine ushering into God’s presence (Matthew 10:32). (ii) Divine favour to receiving from God (John 15:16). (iii)  Shining as stars here and in heaven (Daniel 12:3) etc,. Strive therefore to join God’s labourers. If you are a sinner you need to repent in order to become a mighty instrument in the hand of God.

BIBLE STUDY
HEAVEN: THE HOME OF SAINTS

Revelation 21: 1-27; Psalm 15: 1-5; 24:3,4.

Heaven is the place where God lives - beautiful place indeed which no one should miss. It is full of blazing brilliant glory of God. And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass. And the city had not need of the sun neither of the moon to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it and the lamb is the light  thereof “ (Revelation 21:18,23). It is the eternal dwelling place for the saints of all ages (Isaiah 64:4; John 14:1-3).  In heaven, there is no death, sorrow, crying, pain, curse , etc. because “the former things are passed away” (Revelation 21;4). Oh, what a beautiful place?

Q1: What is heaven and is for who?__________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Heaven is not meant for the fornicators, liars, abusers, fighters, disobedient, inventors of evil things, proud, cheaters and all other categories of sinners, but for the blood washed saints. The life of saints as described in Psalm 15 and 24 is different from that of the sinner whose eternal destiny is hell.

Q2: Can you mention those things that characterize the life style of saints?_________________________________________________________

Saints are those who have clean hands (salvation), pure heart (sanctification). They have not lifted up their soul unto vanity, they are dead to the world.  No deceit is found in their mouth. They walk uprightly and their works are righteous altogether.

Q3: Can the sinner and backslider get to heaven?______________________

_______________________________________________________________

The holy God cannot live with the sinful man (Habakkuk 1:13). The backslider and sinner will not be allowed to enter heaven because there will be no sin partner there. There will be no one with whom to practice any type of sin (Revelation 21:27).

Q4: How then can the sinner and backslider get to heaven?______________

_______________________________________________________________

Sinners and backsliders must decide to repent. If we are prepared to make heaven, we must be ready to overcome the world, Satan, false prophets, sin and evil must not have dominion over us.

In conclusion heaven is a place where there is:

(a)  Service without weariness, for His servants shall serve Him. (Revelation 22:3)

(b)  Blessing without curse, for there shall be no more curse (Revelation 22:3)

(c)  Holiness without alloy (mixture), for His name shall be on our fore head

      (Revelation 22:4).

(d)  Life without death, for there shall be no more death (Revelation 21:4).

(e)  Joy without sorrow, for all tears shall be wiped away (Revelation 22:5).

(f)   Light without darkness, for there shall be no night there (Revelation 22:5).

(g)  Glory without suffering, for there shall be no more pain (Revelation 21:4).

(h)  Singing without crying, for there shall be no more crying (Revelation 21:4).

(i)   Satisfaction without want, for hunger and thirst shall cease (Revelation 7:16).

(j)   Rule without end, for we shall reign for ever (Revelation 22:5).

(k)  Beauty without infirmity, for we shall be without wrinkle (Ephesians 5: 27).

(l)   Living without sin, for we shall be faultless (Jude 24). 

(m) Company without absence, for we shall be forever with the Lord.

      (1 Thessalonians 4:17).

We must overcome to arrive at this great destination and make the shores of heaven our harbours through out all eternity.

BIBLE STUDY
RESTORATION AND FULLNESS
Psalm 51: 12; Revelation 2:4-5;

When we gave our life to Christ at salvation, we have only begun a lifelong journey and we are not to stop or rest on the way until we reach the last mile of the way. It is not all that start well that end it well with the Lord, just like the Israelites, not long they left Egypt they started desiring for the cucumber and melon of Egypt (Number 11:5). They forgot the goodness and mercy of the Lord, how he delivered them from slavery and the great escape at the red sea. The same way, many Christian youths who once started well with the Lord with great joy and enthusiasm forget about the saviour when brethren are not around, they give in to the tempter and lost their once proclaimed Christian joy. Such a youth needs to go back to calvary for  cleansing and restoration.

Q1: What do you understand by restoration?___________________

___________________________________________________________________

II Timothy 3:1-4; best described the days we live and the position of the heart of many Christian and its  not doubt that the word “Ichabod” (meaning the glory has departed) is written bodly on many Christian youths unaware.

Q2: From 1 Samuel 4:21, what do you understand by the word “Ichabod”?___________________________________________________

It is not the will of God for us that after we have started well with Him, we end with the devil, the grace that save us is able to keep us to the end no matter the level of pollution (in the world) that surrounds us. But we are apt to forget God when promotion and prosperity or some adverse condition in life set in (Luke 12:15; Nehemiah 13:26).

Q3: Mention the major causes of backsliding among Christian youths today according to the following Bible passages:
(i)     1 Samuel 8:5:______________________________________________

(ii)    Luke 15:15-13______________________________________________

(iii)  1John 2: 15-17_____________________________________________

(iv)   Hebrews 11:24_____________________________________________

The blood of Jesus is still powerful for salvation of sinners and restoration of backsliders that will earnestly call upon the name of the Lord in total and genuine repentance; also the Lord is calling Christian to a life of consecration and renewed commitment to His service.

We can enjoy the fullness of God throughout our life, if we daily lay everything on the altar for Him and maintain regular life of prayer and Holy living. “But they that will wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run and not be weary and they shall walk and not faint. “The youth is renewed like the eagles. The Lord is calling everyone to restoration and receiving the fullness of His grace today. (Isaiah 40:3).

**************

BIBLE STUDY

THE MILLENNIA REIGN OF CHRIST
Isaiah 11:6-9; Revelation 20: 1-2, Jude 1:1-10

The word millenium is a Latin word which means a thousand years. After the rapture of the saints (the catching away of all the true believers to meet the Lord in the air). There will be the great tribulation on earth for a period of seven years, while the believers will be at Bema seat receiving their rewards according to their work and faithfulness.

The great tribulation will usher in the second coming of the Jesus Christ back to the earth with “ten thousand of saints”.  At this time, he will judge the nation that did well upon the face of the earth (Jude 14-15). During this time,  the devil will be bound (Revelation 20:2-3). Christ will establish His millennia reign. It will be a reign of peace and blessing (Ze

Q1: Mention some of the events that will take place before the millennia reign of Christ: ___________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

The millennia reign of Christ will be a period of full manifestation of the glory and power of God. It will be done according to the law of God. The millennia reign is only for the born again christians. Sinners and backsliders who died without genuine salvation will not partake in Christ millennia reign. It is your duty as a Christian students to pray for genuine repentance and be born-again while believers on the other hand need to keep watching and be prayerful.

Q2. What should the following categories of people do in order to be a partaker in Christ millennia reign?
(i)    Sinners (John 3:3)__________________________________________

(ii)  Backsliders (Ezekiel 13:24)_________________________________

(iii) Believers (Luke 21:33-36)__________________________________

The millennia reign of Christ is going to be characterized with the following:

(i)
National and individual peace, wars and rumours of war that we are witnessing in our contemporary society will no longer 

be there. (ii) Unspeakable joy (Isaiah 9:3-4); Sorrow and pain will vanish away. (iii)  Holiness will be supreme in the time of the great tribulation (Isaiah 1:26-27) (iv)  The glory and power of God will radiate in the millennia reign. (v)      
Comfort and satisfaction will be the order of the day in time of millennia reign (Jeremiah 31:23-25). (vi)  Justice and equity will be permeate the earth. Since Christ is the Head and the saints will be rulers, everything will be according to the law of God. (vii) There will also be full knowledge of the power of God (Isaiah 54:13). (viii)
Removal of curses. The curse placed on man after the fall will be completely removed. Dangerous wild animals during this period will loose their power.  Sickness will have no power upon men and women that are living during the period.  There will be preservation of life.

Mention six things that will characterize the millennia reign of  Christ.

(i) ___________________________(ii)_______________________________

(iii)__________________________(iv)_______________________________

(v)___________________________(vi)_______________________________

Millennia reign of Christ will be a glorious time when all the blessings that was lost in the garden of Eden will be fully restored, we need to watch and pray so that we can be partaker of these blessings.

****************

BIBLE STUDY
IN HIS LIKENESS
Genesis 1: 26-28; Philippians 2: 1-16; 1 John 2:6

God in His special plan and design created man, the crown of His creation in His own perfect likeness. “... Let us make man in our own image ...” By this He desires that man should possess true image and walk in His glory. The true image of God in man is the image of purity and righteousness.

 According to the following passages, what are the attributes of God.

(i)     Leviticus 11: 44,45; I Pete 1:14-16___________________________

(ii)  1John 4: 7-9 :_____________________________________________

The above attributes of God entails and encompasses all other attributes of God. This is the ultimate plan for man at creation but man lost this glory when he yielded to the deceit of satan. He exchange his birth right and faced the consequences.

Q2: What are the consequences of man’s disobedience to God by losing His glory_____________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

God in His divine love did not allow man to continue in Sin and its consequences . He made way for man to get back the lost glory and walk in His attributes. He did this by sending His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, to come and die for our sins so that we can be free and restored back to His glory. But He can expect and demands that man plays his part to make this come to reality.

Q3: What should man do to get back the glory of God and be in His likeness according to the following scriptures.
(i)   Romans 3:23:______________________________________________

(ii)  Proverbs 28:13; Acts 3:19__________________________________

(iii) John 1:12 _________________________________________________

Q4:  From the following passages, what are we commanded to do in order to show God’s glory in our lives.

(i) Matthew 5:13-16____________________________________________

(ii) Ephesians 5:1-5______________________________________________

(iii) Philippians 1:27___________________________________________

(iv) Ephesians 4:1-3 ___________________________________________

Our conduct and character should prove that we have received Christ into our lives and that He is living in us. In the school, at home and in our community, Christ should be seen in us. This will bring glory to God and draws sinners back to God. You have been saved to shine, so go and shine for God in all areas of your lives. Be a light for Jesus every day and shines for Him.

*****************

EXHORTATION

WHOM SHALL I SEND

Isaiah 1: 6-18; Ezekiel 22:30

In our text Isaiah responded to the call of God to rescue the perishing souls from their sins. In seeking to warn sinners of the impending judgment of God on account of their sins. God is constantly looking for saved youth who can be used as instrument in His hands. 

1.
THE WAYWARDNESS AND IGNORANCE OF YOUTHS


Isaiah 1:4 

The condition and state of wayward sinful youth is such that they doom for eternal punishment in hell. No wonder the prophet Isaiah lament: “Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity,  a seed of evildoers, children that are corrupters ....  To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? ... Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth. they are a trouble unto me; I am weary to bear them...” (Isaiah 1: 4,11,14). These statements show the picture of Israel who had gone far away from God although they were still pre-occupied with religion activities.  This condition characterise the life and state of many student today. Many attended the school fellowship but still indulge in immoral practices, etc. Though they carry the Bible and pray for others, their hearts are far away from God. They are  ignorant of God’s righteousness except one tells the.  And “the Lord said “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us” The clarion call today is for soul winners who had passion and compassion for the lost.

2.
WHERE ARE THE FAITHFUL ISAIAH

Isaiah 6:7,8.

Isaiah in his generation responded positively to the call of God after his heart had been purged from sins. He said: “Here am I, send me” Obviously, the state of our heart towards God and our vision concerning the lost will naturally affect our commitment to God and His work. Isaiah worked tirelessly for God and his attention was set towards heaven. He did not even waste time to look for a companion neither did he consider who will be the next to answer the call. He singularly responded to God’s call. 

Fellow pilgrims to heaven, this is our own time. This is our own generation, you cannot fold your arms and allow the devil to take your neighbours, friends, school mates, and parents to hell. You need to surrender your heart for purging and respond to the call of God like Isaiah.

3. 
CHRIST IS CALLING TODAY
Christ is still seeking for soul winners who are willing and available to rise up to the challenge of the whitened harvest to rescue the souls that are perishing and care for the dying in their various communities and schools who like Isaiah will say “Here am I send me”.

******************

TALK
THE SIX O’CLOCK STUDENT
2 Timothy 2: 5,15; Romans 12:11,12; Philippians 4:13.

The desire and purpose of God for His children is to excel in life. Christian students are called to strike a balance between their academic work and their spiritual life. He is called to be a saint and to showforth the glory of God in his academics as stated in our text. The six  O’clock student is one that reads his book and commit his success to the hand of God; such a student does not believe in “expo” or any form of examination malpractices.

The kind of balance a christian student should maintain must be as exact as that of the hand of a clock as six (6). As the longhand points to twelve (12) and the short one points down to six (6). Thus maintaining a balance both spiritually and academically.

1. 
CAUSES OF IMBALANCE IN STUDENTS ACADEMIC 


PERFORMANCE:


Nehemiah 2:9-11;  Proverbs 25:28.

There is hardly anyone who does not desire success. Success is not without a price. For Nehemiah, he accomplished the task in the face of conflicts and opposition. The following are some notable factors that work against success in students’ life.

1.  Lack of text-books and study materials. 2.  Inability to understand the lesson taught by teachers.  3.  Idleness, laziness and procastinations as well as self indulgence.   4.  Inadequate finance.   5. Ill-health and eyesight 6. Lack of time management. 

7.  Worry, fear and anxiety. 8.  Bad habit and sinful lifestyle. 

9. Fear of difficult teachers and subjects.

But the goodnews today is that God given ability resident in you to move you from the miry clay of failure to blissful shore of excellent attainment. “Never admit failure until you have made your last attempt and never make your last attempt until you have succeeded”
2. 
CHARACTERISTICS OF SIX O’CLOCK STUDENT
Just as the long hand of the clock at six points upward so must the life of a christian student point toward God in heaven. But before this could be made possible, the following steps must be taken into consideration. 

1. Recognize that the true source of excellence is God (Hebrews 12:2; Job 28:12-14; Psalm 127:7). You must maintain a solid foundation in Christ by being born again. 2. Maintain a close contact with God through constant prayer and obedience to the scripture (Luke 18:1; Psalm 119:9-11).  3. Maintain constant fellowship with the children of God (John 15:5). 4.  Keep the way of the Lord by living holy, righteous and justly life in both private and public (I Thessalonians 2:9,10).  5.  Set goals for yourself and study hard to achieve it (2 Timothy 2:15; Luke 14:28,29). 
6. Be disciplined, determined and diligent in your educational pursuit (Proverbs 12:24). 7. Attend classes      ssssregularly and update your notes (Proverbs 22:29). 8. Cultivate good reading and study habit.  9. Have faith in God (Romans 4:20)

3.
THE BENEFIT OF BEING A SIX  O’CLOCK STUDENT

Proverbs 22:29

It is often said that “Excellence is never granted a man but as a reward of labour”. The student who maintain a balance life stand the chance of enjoying the following benefits.

1. The hope of making heaven (John 14:13). 2  All round success in life (Proverbs 18:17).  3 Honour, favaour and prosperity (Psalm 1:1-3). 4  There will be divine protection and promotion.

5. Se

 ource of encouragement to others (Romans 1:8)

r  

Remember that the heights that great men reached and kept were not by sudden flight. But while their companions slept they were toiling upward in the night. Therefore, fortify your will with determination to excel.

*************

`


BIBLE RIDDLE

1. Question: I am a book in the Bible whose number of chapters 
is equal to the number of books in the Bible. What book am !?

Answer: The book of Isaiah.

2. Question. There are twenty-seven books in the New Testament, I wrote five of them. Who am I?

Answer: John the Beloved

3. Question: My Lord took me to a valley full of bones and ask me this question, “Can these bones live?” He also said I should prophesy upon them. Who am I?

Answer: Ezekiel (Ezekiel 37).

4. Question:  We compass the city around, the trumpet was blown and we shouted,  Then the wall that stopped us from entering the city fell down. How many times did we compass the city around?

Answer: Thirteen times. (once in a day for six days and seven times on the seventh day) Joshua 6:3,4.

5. Question: My son became a Prime Minister in a foreign nation, he invited me and my family to come and stay with him. He kept us in a certain land. Which land did he kept us?

Answer: The land of Goshen (Genesis 47:5,6).

6. Question: I am a disciple full of good works and alms deeds. But it came to a time that I died and ws raised up by an apostle. Who am I?  Answer:  Tabitha (Dorcas) Acts 9:36. 

7. Question: I am the one chosen to replace one of the twelve disciples of Christ. Who am I?  Answer: Matthias (Acts 1:26).

8. Question: I am not prepared by man but made like coriande seed, white and I taste like wafer made with honey. Some groups of people feed on me for many years. What I am?

Answer: Manna (Exodus 16:31).

9. Question: I hid the prophets of the Lord in caves when the wife of the king I am working with was killing them. Who am I

Answer: Obadiah (I Kings 18:3,4).

ACADEMICS

1. Question: In 1980, I was 14 years old and my father was 44 years. How old was my father when I was born?

Answer: 30 years old

2. Question: I have three school uniforms, I washed and spread them to dry at the same time. One got dried in fifteen minutes. How many minutes did it take the other two to dry?

Answer: Fifteen minutes.

3. Question: James’ father is my uncle. What am I to James .

Answer: Cousing

4. Question: I am the antonym to the word defeat. What am I?

Answer: Victory.

5. Question: I have a farm in which I keep animals and at the same time plant some crops. What type of farming am I practising? Answer: Mixed farming.

6. Question: I am one of the methods of separation. I am used in separating colour. What is my name?

Answer: Chromatography.

7. Question: I am a force that pull a ball thrown to the sky back to the earth. What is my name?

Answer: Force of gravity.

8. Question: I have the highest percentage among the mixture of gases that form the air. What is my name?

Answer: Nitrogen (78%)

9. Question: What is my name? I am an instrument that measure the speed of wind.

Answer: Anemometer.

CURRENT AFFAIRS.

1.  Question: I was formed by countries in the West of Africa to keep peace in its region. What is my full name?

Answer: ECOWAS Monitoring Group (ECOMOG).

2. Question: I became a President after spending twenty-seven years in prison because of my struggle for the independence of my country. Who am I? 

Answer: President Nelson Mandela

3. Question: I was born into Nigeria many years ago as the only acceptable currency. My name is Naira and Kobo. When did I come into existence.  Answer: 1973

4. Question: What is my name? I introduced the indirect rule to the country Nigeria in 1914?

Answer:  Lord Fredrick Lugard

5.  Question: I am a slave boy who later became the first African Bishop in Nigeria. Who am I?

Answer: Bishop Ajayi Crowther

6. Question: I am the organisation in charge of human health in the world, what is my name?

Answer: World Health Organisation (WHO)

7. Question: I am the second military head of state of Nigeria and the longest serving ruler. Who am I?

Answer: General Yakubu Gowon.

8. Question: I am a president of a country and also the current Chairman of ECOWAS.  Who am I?

Answer: Sani Abacha.

9. Question: I am a medical personnel that treat diseases and disorders of women, especially, those affecting the reproduction system. What is my medical name.

 Answer: Gynaecologist.

G U I D E L I N E S

1. The moderator must study the questions, understand it and should be able to pronounce the words properly.

2. The moderator is to be friendly and should be able to motivate the students to answer question.

3. The moderator should appoint a time - keeper and someone to record the mark scored.

4. He should inform the students that each question is to be answered in ten seconds.

5. The moderator should warn the audience that when a question is given to the contestant, no one should speak.

6. A question correctly answered should be given full mark of 4 by the moderator and if a part of the answer is given, the moderator should give 2 or 3 marks.

7. When the answer given to a question is not correct, the audience should be asked to contribute. After two or three attempt, the answer should be given by the moderator.

8. The moderator should always give a brief explanation to every answer given.

S U G G E S T E D   P R I Z E S

1st price:   “Passing Examination without Tears” and two 60 Leaves exercise books or Junior Deeper Life Magazine

2nd prize:  “Passing examination without Tears” and one 60 leaves exercise book or Youth Life magazine

3rd  prize: “Passing examination without tears”

Anyone from the audience who got an answer right could be given any of the following prize.

1.  A Christian novel - “One indispensable step to full salvation”.

2.  A 60 Leavers notebook.

3.  Two Youth Life Magazine.

MONOLOGUE
JOHN HYDE
John Hyde was born in 1865 at Carrollton, Illinois, U.S.A. His father was a faithful minister in Presbyterian Assembly who always proclaimed the gospel message and fervently prayed that God would send labourers into God’s harvest.

It was one of his prayers at home during their family altar that a deep impression was made on young John’s heart. John prayed and the Lord saved him; he also prayed that the Lord should send him out as a minister of the gospel.

John grew up with this impression and graduated from Carthage College with high grades.  As a result of his impressive and outstanding performance, he was elected to a position in one of the faculties in the College. But as God would have it, the impression made on him could not be shaken and recognising the divine call of God to the region beyond, he immediately resigned the position and enrolled at Presbyterian Seminary College in Chicago. At the age of 29 years, he graduated from the Seminary College and sailed to India.

John Hyde’s ministry of prayer in India for the next 20 years of his life was so recognised that the Indian natives called him various names like “The man who never sleeps”, “Apostle of prayer” and some removed John from his name and called him “Praying Hyde”.
Praying Hyde made up his mind to pray more deeply that he spent thirty days and nights in prayers and many time he was on his knees in deep intercession for thirty-six hour at a time. As a result, four to ten people are led to Lord Jesus Christ a day. 

Praying Hyde life of sacrifice, humility, love for souls and deep spirituality as well as his example in  the Ministry of intercession had inspired many and brought a lot of success in the Kingdom of God. Praying (John) Hyde died in 1912 at the age of 35 years.

You too can be another praying Hyde. If you can devote your time and talent to the Lord, You can as well join prayer to your own name. Let us pray.

BIBLE STUDY
THE GREAT WHITE THRONE JUDGMENT

Revelation 20:11-15

A great day is coming when all people, young and old who ever lived on the face of the earth but died unrepentant will stand before God to account for their deeds. This final judgement of sinners (both the living and the dead, small and great) is known as the Great White Throne Judgement.

Q1: Who will be the Judge?_____________________________________

________________________________________________________________

God will sit on a throne so white, magnificient and terrible at sight that the whole face of the earth and atmospheric heaven will tremble and flee from Him (Revelation 20:11; Daniel 7:9-10).

Q2: On what basis shall the sinners be judged?_______________

_______________________________________________________________

Every evil deed done, every evil word spoken, and evil intention shall be brough into judgement. God will judge every secret sin of young people such as immorality, pornography, abortion, gossiping, backbiting, self-will and rebellion. There is a record in heaven of everything done under the sun whether good or bad.

The Great White Throne judgement is not a trial to discover whether a person is guilty or not. Rather, it is a pronouncement of judgement by the Almighty God on the ungodly.

Q3: How can a sinning youth escape the fiery judgement at the Great White Throne?_______________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
The youth who becomes a true believer whose name is written in the book of life will not face the great white throne judgement because his judgement as a repentant and regenerated sinner has been accomplished by Christ on the Cross (John 3:17-19; 5:24; Romans 8:1).

Q4: According to (Revelation 20:15; 21:8), what will be the fate of unrepentant sinner at the end of the judgement?______

_______________________________________________________________

The punishment of the wicked will be grievous, comfortless and endless in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone. Will you continue in a wilful disobedience to God? Will you remain in the sins of your youth until you are barnished into a place of an indescribable suffering? NO! You must not. It is time to break up your hardened heart and pray till God rains righteousness into your life.

BIBLE STUDY
WALKING WITH GOD

Genesis 5:21-24; 17:1

Man is a moral being. His understanding of the nature and power of God is very little. It takes faith to believe in and walk with God. “for he that cometh to God must believe that he is...” (Hebrews 11:6).

Enoch and Abraham in our text followed the Lord with a life characterized by holiness inspite of the evils and filhthiness  around them. They understood the nature and demand of the God they had believed in and therefore maintained a close relatioship with Him.

Q1: What is the first step we must take if we are to walk with God?__________________________________________________________

God is a holy God. He demands holy living in the life of every youth that comes unto Him (Leviticus 11:44). When we are delivered from the power of sin, the new nature of Christ is exchanged for our old life of sin (Ephesians 4:22,24; II Corinthians 5:17).  Our lives become  a praise unto God (Ephesians 1:11,12).

Q2: From the following references, what are the clear evidences that show we have begun our walk with God?

(i)   Colossians 1:13____________________________________________

(ii)  Romans 8:16________________________________________________

(iii) Hebrews 12:14______________________________________________

Many youths begin well in their walk with God but they are soon pulled out of it. A lot are faced with the mountain of persecutions; some have the problem of the lust of the eyes and the love of the world. Such never remembered the commitment of Paul when he said “But none of these things moved me...” (Acts 20:24). You must be determined to live a life of holiness and maintain a consistent walk with God in the face of corruption and difficulties. 

Q3: Mention some present problems facing Christian youths in their walk with God.

(i)_____________________________________________________________

(ii)_____________________________________________________________

(iii)_____________________________________________________________

The consistent walk of Enoch with God led to his rapture from the earth right into the presence of God. Abraham walked with God and became the friend of God.

Q4:  What should characterize our walk with God from the following scripture references?
(i)     Psalm 84:11_______________________________________________

(ii)    Isaiah 33:15________________________________________________

(iii)  Micah 6:8_________________________________________________

(iv)  Jeremiah 7:23_____________________________________________

The grace of God is always availabe for us to walk with Him if we desire and are determined.

BIBLE RIDDLE
1. Question: I am the day on which God created all living creatures that move in the waters, on the earth and in the firmament of heaven. What day am I?

Answer:  Fifth Day (Genesis 1:19-23).

2. Question:  We are three men that lived exemplary lives such that God recognized our perfection and commended on it. Who are we?

Answer: Noah, Daniel and Job (Ezekiel 14,14, 20).

3. Question:  I am a particular day of the first month of the Hebrews’ year  on which the Passover was kept by the Jews. What day of the month am I?

Answer: Fourteenth day of the first month (Exodus 12:36)

4. Question: No magician can interprets because I am not carnal but spiritual to warn the king, what am I?

Answer: The writing on the wall (Daniel 5:13-16).

5. Question: I am a word in the Bible, if my first six letters are removed, the rest are useless, What am I?   

Answer: Christian
6. Question:  I am a man, I played the first organ in the Bible. What is my name?   Answer:  Jubal (Genesis 4:21).
7. Question:  I am king in the Bible, I had the greatest opportunity to become a Christian but I was never a christian. Who am I?   Answer: King Agrippa (Acts 11:28).
8. Question: I am a word in the Bible, I have destroyed many lives but yet many still run after me. What am I?  

Answer: SIN
9. Question:  I am a name in the Bible and I was made to have dominion. What is my name?  

Answer: MAN
10. Question:  I am a book in the Bible, but many people are afraid to read me because of my content. What is my name?  

Answer: Revelation.
11. Question:  I am a writer and also a Doctor. What is my real name?   Answer: Luke.
12. Question:  I am a boy, I was born during the period of war, my grandfather and my father both die during that period. What is my name?
Answer: Ichabod (I Samuel 4:19-21).
13. Question: We are a group of people, we attended the first university in the Bible? Who are we?
Answer: The four Hebrews children - Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.
14. Question:  I have two hands, I see with my two eyes and 

I have two feet that can sustains and carry you to a beautiful place. What am I?
Answer: BIBLE
15. Question: I am a boy, my name means sorrow. What is my real name?
Answer: Jabez (1 Chronicles 4:9,10).
16. Question: What is my name, I was the place where the apostles preached and were first called Christians?  

Answer: Antioch (Acts 11:26).
17. Question: I am a place where the children of God could not drink of my water because it was bitter. What is my name?
Answer: Marah
18.  Question: We are the two Churches that got the pass mark of Jesus Christ out of the seven Churches in Asia. What is my name?
Answer: Smyma and Philadelphia (Revelation 2:8-11; 7-13).
19. Question: I am a woman, if I’m spelt forward or backward, my name remains unchanged. Who am I? 
Answer: HANNAH.

20. Question:  I am a man, I became dumb because I doubted the promise of God. Who am I?  

Answer: Zacharias
21. Question:  We gathered together with one accord in prayer when the Holy Ghost came upon us, Who are we?
Answer: The Apostles and other believers (Acts 1:14,15).
22. Question:  I am a King that did right before God but not with a perfect heart. Who am I?
Answer: King Amaziah (2 Chronicles 25:1,2)

23.  Question:  I was 99 years old when God called me into perfection, who am 1?
Answer: Abraham (Genesis 17:1)

24. Question:  I was a prophet sent from God to prepare the way for the Messiah. What is my name?  
Answer: John the Baptist

25.  Question:  I am a pregnant woman. Two nations are fighting in my womb. What are their names?

Answer: Esau and Jacob (Genesis 25:22-27).

26. Question:  I am a child that was dedicated to God before I was born and I am the last judge in Israel. Who am I?  
Answer: Samuel

27. Question:  I am the Levite who wrote the first gospel. What is my name?

Answer: Matthew

28. Question:  I am a prayer warrior, the moon and the sun testified to my authority. Who am I?  
Answer: Joshua (Joshua 10:12,13).


BIBLE STUDY
REBUILDING THE BROKEN WALLS
Nehemiah 1:1-6; 2:17-20
We are very grateful unto the Lord, who has brought us into this New Year, despite all the odds we passed through last year. Praise the Lord! Halleluyah!!. Our study today, is a call and charge for us to “rise and rebuild our broken walls:
Q1: In the context of our study, what do you understand by the term “broken walls”?_____________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
This new year should serve as an opportunity for us to change our failures to success. The broken walls in your case might be the inability to live a consistent righteous life, backsliding, prayerlessness, failure, discouragement, ill-health, etc. The challenge before us is to “Arise and Shine” (Isaiah 60:1).

Q2: How can the following students, rebuild their broken walls?
(i) The Sinners and Backsliders: ________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

(ii) The Prayerless-student: ___________________________________

(iii) Those who failed in their examinations: _________________

_______________________________________________________________
For one to really rebuild his broken walls, he must forget the past failures, sorrows, suffering or successful achievements (Isaiah 43:18)

Q3: From Philippians 3:13; what essential lessons can we learn from the life-style of Paul the Apostle?
(i) ______________________________________________________________

(ii)_____________________________________________________________

(iii)_________________________________________________________________________

iv)  _____________________________________________________________

It is the will of God that we should excel, prosper and have good   success in this new year, therefore,  we are to have absolute confidence in God (Jeremiah 29:11).

Q4: Mention five promises of God for you in this new year with a scriptural support
(i)
________________________________________________________

(ii)
________________________________________________________

(iii)
________________________________________________________

(iv)
________________________________________________________

(v)
________________________________________________________

For these promises to be accomplished in our lives, faith, faithfulness and prayer are vital weapons for us to use in rebuilding any broken wall in our lives.

Jabez did not allow the negative circumstances in which he was to affect him from reaching his desired destiny. You too can, if you will pray like him today - (I Chronicles 4:9-10).

EXHORTATION

IS IT NOTHING TO YOU?
Lamentation 1:1-12, 18-19; Ezekiel 3:17-19; Psalm 126:1-6.
As it was with Jerusalem, so it is with out students today. Crimes such as drug abuse, occultism, theft, murder, armed robberies, examination malpractices (such as ‘expo’; impersonation, buying of certificates, etc.,) to mention but a few, are now rampant among them.  

As a result of these sins, many become drop outs, never do well, HIV/AIDS patients, mothers/fathers of unexpected babies and frustrated. Christian students! Is it nothing to you? Does it bother you that some of unsaved classmates, colleagues, neighbours that we meet on daily basis may not see the end of this term before they are turned into hell where there will be torment and anguish for all eternity? The task of saving these lost souls that we meet daily is urgent.

1. 
THE COMMAND TO SAVE THE LOST

Psalm 126:6; Matthew 28:19; Mark 16:15

Our Lord Jesus Christ commanded us to go to the sinners 

(Matthew 28:19). The Psalmist expected us to go with the Gospel to sinners (Psalm 126:6). The one who win souls is the one who talks to sinners.

In obedience to the command of God; we must:  (i) All get involved in person to person evangelism; (ii) Go out two by two in our school during break to preach to students; (iii) Win them through friendship evangelism; (iv) Always have tracts for distribution in our bags; (iv) Organise our fellowships with the aims of reaching the unsave souls.

2. 
THE COST OF SAVING THE LOST

Psalm 126:6; Matthew 23:37; Acts 20:31; Jeremiah 9:1.
Jesus cared for Jerusalem and wept for her (Matthew 23:37). Paul warned Ephesians with tears (Acts 20:31). Jeremiah wept for his people (Jeremiah 9:1). It is the student that goes forth with weeping that will succeed in this harvesting of souls (Psalm 126:6). We need to stop projecting ourselves and then bend our knees in real agonizing prayers for these souls. We must also declare God’s word boldly. The word which is quick and powerful, like ‘a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces’ also goes forth for salvation (Hebrews 4:12; Jeremiah 23:29; Romans 10:17).

3.  THE CERTAINTY OF REWARDS FOR SAVING THE LOST
     Psalm 126:6; Luke 15:6,9,10,32; Daniel 12:3
The following are the benefits and rewards for saving the lost.

(i) Joy of service rendered in obedience to the great commission    

(Luke 10:16; Psalm 126:6). (ii) Answers to prayer (John 16:16). (iii) Spiritual growth and fruitfulness (John 15:2). (iv) Promise of shinning like stars for ever in heaven (Daniel 12:3).

The lost sheep and silver that was found brought joy (Luke 15:6,9). A great feast was organized at the return of the prodigal son (Luke 15:32). All the angels in heaven will rejoice over just one soul that repents (Luke 15:10). There is no joy and blessings like that of the soulwinner both in this present world and in all eternity (Psalm 126:6; Daniel 12:3).

TALK

I WILL EXCEL
Daniel 1:8;17-21

Many students desire excellence in all fields of life but few are able to  achieve their desires. Others wish to be on top of the ladder but are not ready to pay the price. To excel is to be better than others in choice of Career. In our text, Daniel Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were ten time better than their classmates simply because they laid the foundation of determination right from the beginning of their career and trust in God (Psalm 37:5)

1. 
THE PATH WAY TO EXCELLENCE

Genesis 1:27-31; Psalm 144:12; John 15:1-5

There are many paths that lead to places that are not significant but the major path that leads to excellence is the pathway God approves (Jeremiah 29:11). Unfortunately, many youths in a bid to excel, go through the wrong paths like the use of talisman, going to herbalist, cheating, living a sinful life, etc, but all these have been proved wrong and can lead to failure and set back in life (Ecclesiastes 8:12,13).  To excel therefore, you must first accept Christ by recognizing your sinful way.

2.    THE PRICE OF EXCELLENCE

Philippians 2:11-14

The desire to excel must create in you the decision and determination to pay the price of excellence by hard-working. It is either you pay the full price and achieve something worthwhile at the end or you pay less which also at the end will bring poor result, so be willing to pay the price of excellence. The following guidelines can be followed before you can attain the state of excellence.

(i) 
Make partnership with the God of success through His 

only begotten son (Job 22:21-23; Matthew 6:33).

(ii) 
Set achievement and realistic goals, without a goal, you 

may be swept by the wind of life.

(iii)  
Back up your goal with actions, aims and purpose; without 

action is dead.

(iv) 
Have a clear and workable time-table which you must 


strictly adhere to but you must be flexible when the need 

calls for it.

(v) 
You must discipline yourself and persevere in the faces of 

difficulties.

Excellence is at your reach if you prayerfully follow these aforementioned steps.

3. 
REWARD OF EXCELLENCE

Proverbs 31:29

People like Abraham Lincoln, Fanny Crosby, Thomas Edison, Alexander the Great are been remembered today not because of their names but because they excel in their endeavours. You too will be in the book of history and build their foundation upon. There will be promotion and favour, also there will be joy and fulfillment. Your life will bring glory to the name of God. Lastly, as you excel academically and in other area of your life, you must equally strive to excel spiritually in order to have a Crown of life.

BIBLE STUDY
THE PERIL OF COMPROMISE

Luke 9:62; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18; Daniel 6:14-16
Every sincere Christian student is warned by God to beware of compromise. The Bible warns “thou shall not follow a multitude to do evil, neither shalt thou speak in a cause to decline after many to wrest judgement” (Exodus 23:2).  The age in which we live is characterized majorly with works of flesh (Galatians 15:19). There are lots of temptations and side attractions that have their pull on young people in which Christian youths should beware of.

Q1: What is compromise?______________________________________

________________________________________________________________

A compromise is one who cannot stand for the truth. He accepts the principles of men and bend the truth of God’s Word. Unfortunately, many believing students compromise the faith while hiding under excuses.

Q2: What are the reasons students compromise the faith?
(i)_______________________________________________________________

(ii)_____________________________________________________________

(iii)_______________________________________________________________

There are many things that wage war against our stand for the truth, but a Christian who will fear none else except God will be determined. Many students compromise because of fear of persecution, quest for success, the desire to be like others, influence of friends and families. Despite the fact that people compromise their Christian faith; examples still abound in scripture of youths who refuse to compromise the faith.

Q3: Mention examples of people who refuse to compromise their Christian faith according to the following references.

(i)
 Daniel 1:8, 17-20________________________________________

(ii) 
 Genesis 39:7-9, 11,12___________________________________

(iii)
 Acts 20:22-24___________________________________________

(iv) 
 Matthew 27:11___________________________________________

The consequences of compromise is deadly both now and in eternity.

Q4: With reference to the following verses, what are the consequences of compromise?

(i)
 Joshua 7:12_____________________________________________

(ii)
 2 Chronicle 28:9; 15:2__________________________________

(iii) 
 I Samuel 15: 16,17,26___________________________________

(iv) 
 Acts 5:3-5_______________________________________________

Compromise leads to loss of victory over the devil, loss of God’s favour, security and protection. Therefore, we must watch, pray and daily examine our lives less we fall into compromise.

BIBLE STUDY
SEARCH ME O LORD
Psalm 139: 23,24


The beginning of every new term is a time of new opportunity to look ahead with a renewed hope and determination. In this term, we have to look inward and outward as we search our lives, conduct and action. In our text,  David prayed to the Omniscient all knowing God to search and cleanse him from every hidden sin. The Bible is every believer’s mirror. It is the searchlight of God to guide our steps aright.


The need for self-examination cannot be over emphasised having passed through numerous challenges and temptations during the last holidays. Every student must examine his/her ways and coduct to ensure that he/she is walking in the pathway of truth and righteousness.

Q1: What do you understand by the phrase “Search me O Lord”_________________________________________________________________

It is a fact that preparation to every meaningful things is from the heart. So as a christian student, you need to have a clear picture of what you need from the Lord this term and look away from every  seemingly discouraging obstacles on the way. Moreover, implict, simple obedience to the total word of God is necessary in accomplishing great success in life.

Q2: What are the means of examining one’s life?
(i)_____________________________(ii)_______________________________

(iii)___________________________iv)_______________________________

Q3: Mention some outstanding qualities needed for success in life.

(i)______________________________(ii)_____________________________

(iii)______________________________(iv)______________________________

The call to repentance, making right your ways, preaching the gospel, living an overcoming christian life and excelling academically may not be easy.  Therefore, you must be courageous against all odds. Christian students today who withdraw from following the Lord and are constantly sinning will be abandoned by the Lord. God is calling youths today to examine their lives and manisfest strong conviction in obeying the Lord.

TALK
PAINS AND GAINS OF DILIGENT STUDY
Psalm 126: 1-6; Proverbs 30:24-28; 6:6-11
The desire of every student is to succeed in all areas of life especially in academic pursuit. No one  ever pray for failure in any of his or her subjects. Our academic success will depend on our seriousness, hard work, discipline and courage. 

1. 
Hindrances to Academic Success

2. 
Steps to Diligent Study

3. 
Gains of Diligent Study

1. 
HINDRANCES TO ACADEMIC SUCCESS

Proverbs 6: 6-11; Nehemiah 2:9-15

Academic success is the desire of every student, but there are many things that hinder students from possessing their possession.

(i) Laziness: This is one of the greatest hindrances to academic success. Many students find it extremely difficult to read. They find it easier to play, visit friends and neighbours. As a result, they cannot read their books which will prepare them for tests and examinations. (ii) Inability to understand the lesson taught by their teachers. When the teaching is going on, they are busy on unimportant things and when the teachers ask “Do you understand”? They will all answer “Yes.” (iii) Lack of text-books and other study materials. (iv) Others are not able to set reasonable goal that will lead them to desired success. Many students are only concerned with promotion examination without knowing that their promotion starts from first term. (v). Bad habits and sinful life style.

2
 STEPS TO DILIGENT STUDY

 Proverbs 18:1; Joshua 1:5-8

For a student to succeed, he must be able to “burn the mid-night candle”. Before he/she can achieve the desired goal. For a diligent study to take place, we need to consider the followings:

(i) Right relationship with God. As the prayers of sinner is an abormination to God, so also is praying for success when you are still living in sin. God will never honour such prayer. (ii) Daily meditation on the promises of God for academic success  iii) Choosing a good location for your daily reading (the place must be quiet and well ventilated). (iv) Listening to the teacher when he or she is teaching and you must not be ashamed to ask question. (v) Adopt the SQ3R study techniques. This means that you learn to:


S: Survey (scan through)


Q: Question (you develop questions that will assist your 

     understanding of the passage better).


R: Read the passage carefully and jot down the most 


important points. 


R: Recite: This is very important because it will help you 

to recall what you have read.


R: Revise: You go through all what you have read by 


reviewing the topic.

3.
 GAINS OF DILIGENT STUDY

 Proverbs 18:16; 22:29.

There are many blessings that follow those who diligently study in other to pass their examination both now and in eternity. These include:

(i)   Good commendation before God and man 

       (Matthew 25:34-40)

(ii)  Book of remembrance will be written on our behalf

       (Malachi 3:16)

(iii) All round success (III John 2)

(iv) Encouragement to other believers (Luke 22:31,32)

(v)  Boldness in prayer (Proverbs 28:1)

(vi) Fruitfulness in soul winning (Daniel 12:3)

May the Almighty God grant us our desired success. Amen.

EXHORTATION

IT IS HARVEST TIME
Mark 4:26-29; Matthew 9:36-38

Harvest time is periods when various fruits (crops) are ripe and ready to be harvested. But from our text, the Lord Jesus liken the soul of men as crops ripen for harvest.

1. 
THE RIPEN FRUITS FOR HARVEST

Matthew 9:36,37

As there are different kinds of fruits so also are different categories of souls (students) that are ready or ripen for harvest.

1. the discouraged students

2. the ignorant students (Acts 8:26-35)

3. the religious students (John 3:1-3)

4. the backslidden students (Luke 15:11-14)

5. the carefree and sinning students.

2. 
THE REASONS FOR THE HARVEST 


Matthew 9:36

The harvest of ripe souls are important, as ripe fruits not quickly harvested will rot or be eaten up by pests so are the ripe souls if not quickly harvested. The reasons for the harvest are: 
(i) 
that the devil will not take an advantage of the discouraged 

and make  them commit suicide or fall into the devil’s hand. 
(ii) 
that the ignorant will not fall into error or the hands of 

false teachers.  
(iii)  
that the backslider may find his/her way back home to 

the Lord and enjoy the mercy of God.

(iv) 
that the religious will come to the true knowledge of God 

and serve Him in truth and in Spirit.

(v)  
that the carefree may come to his/her consciousness before 

the end.

In short, the reason for harvest is that all categories of sinners should escape eternal damnation in the lake of fire.

3. 
THE RELIABLE PEOPLE FOR THE HARVEST


Matthew 9:38

Our Lord Jesus said we should pray for labourers to come into the harvest of the Lord. The reliable people (or labourers) must be:

(i)   
Converted from the system and styles of the world


 (John 3:3)

(ii)  
Compassionate about the sinning youths (Matthew 9:36)

(iii) 
Concerned about the work of God (Matthew 9:37,38)

(iv)  
Committed to the work (John 4:34).

4. 
THE REWARD FOR THE HARVESTERS

Daniel 12:3

There are rewards for every person involved in the harvest both on earth and in eternity. No one can work with and for God without willingly surrendering his or her heart to the Lord. There are rewards for the faithful harvesters. Some of the reward are:

(i) 
Showers of blessings.

(ii) 
Stars on our Crown in heaven.

(iii) 
Shining in heaven forever and ever (Daniel 12:3).

God is still seeking for faithful students to join in the harvest (Ezekiel 22:30). Will you be part of this great harvest?

BIBLE STUDY

SUCCESS WITHOUT COMPROMISE

Psalm 1:1-3

Our text shows that those who refuse to participate in the evil short-cut to success and stick to righteous principles will be prospered by God: “Whatsoever he doeth shall prosper”
Success at any cost is like a termite, which has eaten deep into the educational system of our country. However, sincerity and intergrity are virtues discarded by many youths who want success without the necessary painstaking preparations. This situation poses a strong hold to the faith of a Christians youth who is determined to succeed without compromise.

Q1: What are the corrupt practices prevalent at our examination centres these days?_______________________________

____________________________________________________________________

The believers must not compromise with evil perpetrators. Those who compromise do so because of poor preparation and peer pressure; frustration and fear of failure.

Q2:  What does this reference teach on examination preparation? (Ecclessiastes 9:10)_______________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Q3: How can a Christian youth overcome peer pressure before and during examinations? (Romans 10:11)_____________________

_______________________________________________________________

With proper preparations, personal principles of God, a positive dispositon and the prayer of faith, a Christian youth can crown his examinations with distinctions. Success is possible without compromise.

Q4: What are the elements of proper preparation before an examination?_____________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Q5: What personal principles based on the scriptures will help a believing youth to maintain his intergrity amidst examination malpractices?____________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Q6: Mention 3 promises of success in the Bible.

(i)__________________(ii)__________________(iii)___________________
Positive disposition enables one to face any examination with courage and tackles any question with confidence. Whereas, for  the fear of failure destroys personal confidence and leads to compromise in the examination hall.

Q7: How can one overcome the fear of failure?_______________

_______________________________________________________________

Q8: What is the place of hardwork, prayer and faith in God in academic success without compromise?_______________________

_________________________________________________________________

“For the Lord God will help me, therefore, shall I not be confounded. And I know that I shall not be ashamed” (Isaiah 50:7).

BIBLE STUDY

THE INSPIRATION OF THE SCRIPTURE

II Timothy 3:15-17

The Bible is the inspired word of God and is the only source of knowledge to all mankind. It is the link between God and mankind. Inspiration of the scripture implies that God breathes on the written word. God used over 40 authors who lived in different generation over a period of 1,800 years to write the Bible despite their different backgrounds and situations the author found themselves. Yet their theme was the same as they were moved, controlled and inspired by the Holy Ghost (II Peter 2:20,21).

Q: What do you understand by the word inspiration of the scripture?________________________________________________________________

The scripture consists of 66 books: 39 books of the Old Testament and 27 books of the New Testament originally written in Hebrew and Greek respectively. The proof of the inspiration of the scripture can be attested to by: (i) its wonderful unity of the books in the Bible; (ii) its versality as it meets the needs of all people irrespective of race and language; (iii) its superiority to other books; (iv) its preservation over the centuries; (v) its fulfilled prophecies and (vi)  its perfection (Matthew 4:4; Isaiah 7:14; Psalm 19:7).

Q: What other names is the scripture referred to according to these passages?
(i)   Romans 3:2_________________________________________________

(ii)  Colossians 3:16_____________________________________________

(iii)  Hebrews 5:12_______________________________________________

(iv)  Philippians 2:16____________________________________________

(v)   Isaiah 34:16 _______________________________________________

The central theme of the scripture is Christ and His work of  Redemption.  The sinners and backslides must first repent, turn away from sins, accept Christ as Saviour and personal Lord before they can benefit from the scripture. The believers must remove all hindrances, such as hardened heart (Matthew 13:3-6); double mindedness (James 1:8); pride (Proverbs 18:12); carnality (I Corinthians 3:1-5) and unbelief (Matthew 13:58).

Q:  How can the following youths profit from the scripture?
(i)    The sinning youths_________________________________________

(ii)   The backslidden youths____________________________________

(iii) The believing youths______________________________________

The scripture has the records of God’s dealing with men; Past, present and future. It contains God’s message of eternal salvation to all who believe in Christ and eternal damnation to those who reject the gospel message (John 3:18,36).

The scripture is described with various characteristics which denote the works it does in the life of everyone. It is a light to our feet, food to the soul, medicine to the body and soul, sword of the Spirit; mirror to reflect, hammer to convict, fire to refine, seed to multiply, water to cleanse, rain and snow to refresh, gold to enrich and power to create life and faith (Psalm 119:130; John 21:17; Proverbs 4:20-22;  I Peter 1:23; Ephesians 5:26; Isaiah 55:10; Psalm 19:7,10; and I Peter 1:23).

  Fellowship song: 
  I know the books, I know the books)

  I know the books in the Book of books) 2ce

  Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy ..

BIBLE STUDY
RESTORATION AND FULLNESS
Psalm 51: 12; Revelation 2:4-5;

When we gave our life to Christ at salvation, we have only begun a lifelong journey and we are not to stop or rest on the way until we reach the last mile of the way. It is not all that start well that end it well with the Lord, just like the Israelites, not long they left Egypt they started desiring for the cucumber and melon of Egypt (Number 11:5). They forgot the goodness and mercy of the Lord, how he delivered them from slavery and the great escape at the red sea. The same way, many Christian youths who once started well with the Lord with great joy and enthusiasm forget about the saviour when brethren are not around, they give in to the tempter and lost their once proclaimed Christian joy. Such a youth needs to go back to calvary for  cleansing and restoration.

Q1: What do you understand by restoration?______________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

II Timothy 3:1-4; best described the days we live and the position of the heart of many Christian and its  not doubt that the word “Ichabod” (meaning the glory has departed) is written bodly on many Christian youths unaware.

Q2: From 1 Samuel 4:21, what do you understand by the word “Ichabod”?______________________________________________________________________

It is not the will of God for us that after we have started well with Him, we end with the devil, the grace that save us is able to keep us to the end no matter the level of pollution (in the world) that surrounds us. But we are apt to forget God when promotion and prosperity or some adverse condition in life set in (Luke 12:15; Nehemiah 13:26).

Q3: Mention the major causes of backsliding among Christian youths today according to the following Bible passages:
(i)     1 Samuel 8:5:__________________________________________

(ii)    Luke 15:15-13________________________________________

(iii)  1John 2: 15-17_____________________________________________

(iv)   Hebrews 11:24_____________________________________________

The blood of Jesus is still powerful for salvation of sinners and restoration of backsliders that will earnestly call upon the name of the Lord in total and genuine repentance; also the Lord is calling Christian to a life of consecration and renewed commitment to His service.

We can enjoy the fullness of God throughout our life, if we daily lay everything on the altar for Him and maintain regular life of prayer and Holy living. “But they that will wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run and not be weary and they shall walk and not faint. The youth is renewed like the eagles. The Lord is calling everyone to restoration and receiving the fullness of His grace today. (Isaiah 40:3).

**************

BIBLE STUDY
BACK TO CALVARY
Matthew 27: 31-50; Luke 23:32-38

“Calvary” is a Latin word that is synonymous to the Hebrew word “Golgotha” which means “the skull” or “the place of skull”. It is a hill that was outside the city gate of Jerusalem, where Christ was crucified between two malefactors, (thieves). There, He paid fully the price of human redemption on the Cross. Faith in the atonning sacrifices of Christ at calvary brought pardon and redemption for every sinner today.

Q1: Identify the agonies Christ went through from the following references:

(i)    Matthew 27 verse 34_______________________________________

(ii)   Matthew 27 verse 35________________________________________

(iii) Matthew 27 verse 38 ______________________________________

(iv)  Matthew 27 verse 40 ______________________________________

(v)   Matthew 27 verse 50 ______________________________________

Jesus Christ drank of the cup of suffering, a bitter gall mixed with Vinegar. His hands and feet were pierced with nails as he was hanged on the Cross. He was humiliated. “... Counted among transgressors” and made a laughing stock. Spectators and chief priest mocked and laughed Him to scorn, saying, “He saved others, himself he cannot save”  He was forsaken by the Father that we might be accepted by the Father. He became our sin bearer. All these Jesus did for you. What have you done for Christ?

Q2: Explain in your own word, what it means to go back to Calvary_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

If a saved student falls into sin, he takes side with God’s enemy, the devil. At the same time, he exalts Satan and pierce the side of Christ afresh. This indicates that he has broken his relationship with God. If you have fallen into sin, don’t remain there, go back to Calvary. Cast your memory back to His suffering at Calvary.

Q3(a) Is it possible for a backslider to be restored?______________

_______________________________________________________________

(b) Support your answer with Bible references__________________

_______________________________________________________________

1. 
There is a fountain filled with blood,


Drawn from Emmanuel’s veins,


And sinners plunged beneath that floor,


Lose all their guilty stains.

2.  
The dying thief rejoiced to see,


That fountain in his day,

 
And there may I, though vile, 


He wash all my sins away.

If you have fallen, arise. Don’t sit in the darkness. There is hope for you. Don’t fall away. You have an advocate who is pleading your case (Micah 7:8; I John 2:1, 2). Begin this new term with God, walk straight, go and sin no more (John 5:14; 8:11).

To maintain a consistent walk with God, you must be prayerful, watchful, sober and heavenly minded. Regularly, fellowship with other believers. Evangelize the sinners and backsliders and depend on the Lord at every moment. The Lord will keep you from falling. Amen.

the believers. We must talk to our fellow students, class-mates, friends and neighbours to give their lives to Christ before it is too late.

2. 
THE EARNEST EXPECTATION AND CRY OF THE LOST


Lamentations 1:12-14; Romans 8:19-22

Every heart and life desires good for itself. So also, do sinners yearn for freedom from bondage, corruption and sin. Their hope for freedom from sin, success in life, and hope for eternal life has been tarnished by satan, afflictions, despair and despondency.  So, they are constantly crying for help. The question every sinner is throwing to every true “born-again” child of God is “Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? behold, and see if there is any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done unto me” (Lamentations 1:12a). You hold the key to their salvation in your hand. How shall they be saved, if there is no preacher. Won’t you throw out the life line now. Somebody needs your love.

3.  
THE CHALLENGE TO THE SAVED

Romans 1:13-17; Matthew 9:35-38; Luke 16:19-31

The lost state of sinners should move you to have compassion in your heart for them. The fact that you are saved should make you weep over the erring ones, lift up the fallen and snatch them in pity from the power of sin and grave. Preach the gospel to them with great earnestness, eagerness and compassion. The great revivalist, Leonars Ravenhill, asked these heart burning questions: “Could a Mariner sit idle if he heard the drowning cry? Could a Doctor sit in comfort and allow his patient to die? Could the fireman sit idle, let men burn and give no hand? Could you sit at ease in Zion with the world around you DAMNED?  Why sit you there idle? You do not well”.  It was said of a missionary that when he got to a village in India, there were no christians there, but when he was leaving, there was no sinner there. How many are saved in your school?  

The message from heaven and hell to you is: THROW OUT THE LIFELINE, RESCUE THE PERISHING AND WIN THE LOST AT ANY COST.
Monologue

CATHERINE BOOTH

My name is Catherine Booth. I was born in 1825 to Mr. and Mrs. Mumford at Lincolnshire, London. I was educated at home because my mother was afraid of the companions I might have to mix with at school, so, I grew up without playmates and friends. Rather, I played at the Church with my dolls and often preached to them.

I battled with various health problems from my childhood. At the age of 14, I had curvature of the spine which forced me to be bedridden for several months. At the age of 18, I had tuberculosis which forced me to leave home for the seaside town of  Brighton for sixteen months.  I came to the faith at the age of 17 at Brighton just before my tuberculosis. I determined to spend my life in loving God with all my heart. After my recovery, I joined the Brighton Methodist Church. It was there, I learn how to pry aloud and speak in the public. Due to a dispute, I was expelled from the Methodist Church but I later joined Brighton Reform Movement.

I got married to William Booth in July 1855. It was when William became the Cateshead Circuits that I had the opportunity to display my talents. I taught classes for children and adults, engaged in an Open-air preaching and took the important steps of 

starting door-to-door visitation and reaching people whom the church frequently passed by.

The term ‘Salvation Army’ was used to describe our Organization, while my husband was reaching out to the poor of the Eastern; I was reaching out to the upper class of the Westend. Within 3 years, we had set up thirteen preaching stations. I became a mother of eight (8) children. I undertook my frequent missionary work only when I had help at home and despite my business, I always made time for my family.  My husband and I were highly devoted to each other and our children took part in serving in the Salvation Army.

 I was recognized as the Army Mother. I, specially, took interest in the follow-up of the converts and held weekly ‘Holiness meeting’ for our Soldier in order to encourage them to go further with 

Exhortation

THE CHRISTIAN AT CHRISTMAS
Colossians 2:13-19

December 25 is observed yearly all over the world as Christmas. This is because it is assumed that Christ was born on that day, hence, Christmas is supposed to mark the Christ’s birthday. However, the way it is observed by many, both Christians and non-Christian today leaves much to be desired. For many, it is a period of unbridled festivities (eating, drinking, partying), shopping spree and every other kind of fleshly satisfaction. Some even engage in drinking competitions - all in the name of “remembering Christ’s birth”

1. 
THE BEGINNING OF CHRISTMAS
The word “Christmas” is formed from the word “Christ Mass”. It simply means a “mass or service” conducted in honour of Christ. This practice was introduced into the Christian fold many years 

after Christ’s death, resurrections and ascension which today, had gradually turned out to be the world’s holiday for marking Christ’s birthday. Today, there is no part of the world where Christmas is not observed as public holiday. However, we should know that it was not recommended or commanded to be observed in the Bible. There is no place in the Bible, where Christ 

commanded His followers to mark His Birthday.  The ordinances 

Christ commanded His followers to keep was the Lord’s Super which is done to mark His death (Matthew 26: 26-29, I Corinthians 11:23-20) and water baptism (Matthew 28:19,20; Matthew 16:15,16).

2.
 BELIEVERS AT CHRISTMAS

 Colossians 3:1-4, Titus 2:11-14

Though, the world acknowledge Christ’s birthday by celebrating it, yet to the true followers of Christ, there is much more to His birth than just remembering it only on December 25. For us, everyday should be set apart to remember and celebrate Christ’s birth in our daily living. (Luke 1:74,75; 2 Corinthians 5:15; 1 Corinthians 14:40). Though, there is no historical evidence to suggest that Christ was born on that date but to us what is important and significant is that He came to die for our sins. Whether this was in December or October, as some claimed, is not relevant to a true believers as Christ never requested that His birthday should be marked. What He requested for, is that those who serve Him should do so in the atmosphere of holiness, truth and sincere devotion (2 Timothy 2:19-21, Hebrews 12:14, 1 Thessalonians 4:1-5, 1 Peter 1:13-17).  For the world, Christmas period is noted for uncontrolled ceremonies. This should not be the case with believers at all. It must be a period for self-examination of our calling to walk with Him.  Are we doing all what would please Him? Are we preparing for His second coming? Are we evangelizing, that is, telling others about Him?  Is your life a true reflection of Christ’s nature of humility, modesty, holiness and comportment even at Christmas?  Indeed, have you benefited from His birth.

3. 
BLESSEDNESS OF CHRIST’S BIRTH

Matthew 1:18-23; Genesis 3:15, Colossians 1:20-23

The birth of Christ through the virgin Mary, no doubt, was the greatest gift to the entire world. (John 3:16). The history of the world was never the same again. These are some of the blessedness of Christ’s birth, among others. (i) Salvation: This was offered to all mankind free. If man would accept this free offer, he would live forever in eternity with God in heaven. (Isaiah 1:18-20). The rejection of this offer, of course, will mean an eternal doom in hell fire (John 3:16-18). (ii) By His birth, death and resurrection, complete and total victory was obtained for believers over Satan, sin and sickness of every kind. Believers in Christ, can now have supreme power over their greatest enemy - the devil and his attendant afflictions. (iii) Eternal kinship which is now made available by His death for all men. (iv) Here on earth, other blessings that follow salvation like sanctification, Holy Ghost baptism, Divine healing, promotion, protection, etc., are for those who put their trust in Christ. The choice is open to all today to get hold of Christ and be part of His family. The call is coming to you today, won’t you heed? (Revelation 22:17).

Exhortation
PREACHING WITH PASSION TO SAVE THE LOST
 Matthew 9:35-38; Romans 9:1-3; 10:1

The act of reaching out to the lost is done by many without achieving the expected result. The reason for this is that many, among those who preach, have not experienced the real touch from God to possess the Christ-like heart that yearns, seek and rescue the perishing. Christ, in our text, saw men beyond the physical. He saw them scattered abroad, like sheep having no shepherd. That opened up the fountain of compassion within Him and He was moved with concern for their lost state. No wonder, He preached with great passion during His earthly ministry. What kind of heart do you have? Blessed are the broken heart that mourn for sin with inward sympathy.

1.
 THE PATHETIC STATE OF THE LOST

 Psalm 73:18-20; Matthew 9:36; Luke 16:19-31; 


 Ezekiel 3: 17-20.

All round us are friends and mates that we move, play and sit together with but are lost. They cannot find their way back to God. In our text, Jesus was moved with compassion on the teeming multitude. He saw their lost condition that they were like sheep without shepherd. He challenged the disciples to arise and rescue the perishing and if they die, in their sinful state, their blood would be required at their hands. We need to preach the gospel to the lost because: (i) Jesus commanded it, (ii) time is short, (iii) Hell fire is real. All these factors pose challenges to
Talk
ACADEMIC CHAMPIONS
ICorinthians 9:24-27; Daniel 1:17-20

        A champion is someone who has won first place or first prize in a competition; one that has the attributes of a winner. Academic champions are students with first-class performance in their studies. But they did not start out as champions. Most of them started out like you and me. They have an attitude, a mindset that sets them apart from the rest. And most of these qualities are not exceptional. You too have the potential to become an academic champion. All you need to do is to understand what it is that makes a champion.

        There are five major criteria that make a champion. Indeed each and every one of us possesses these qualities when we start out in life. But somewhere along the way we tend to lose them and diminish our own chances of success. What are these qualities of champions?

1. CHAMPIONS ARE WILLING TO LEARN
To become an academic champion, you must be willing to educate yourself or be ready to learn from others. Read, learn and absorb all the subjects you need to know, even if they are completely new to you. If you don’t, you are doomed to failure from the start.

2. CHAMPIONS ARE WILLING TO ACT
Academic champions are willing to act - to take success-oriented actions. They put the newly learned subjects and newly acquired skill to use, taking concrete steps to improve their performance, so they can take their academic career to the next level. They know that they must act on what they have learned, even if  they haven’t perfected it.
3. Champions ARE NOT AFRAID TO FAIL
Academic champions are not afraid to fall down or fail. In fact, if need be, they are not ashamed to repeat a class or retake an examination. They know that failure is the best teacher. They learn from their mistakes and keep fine-tuning their methods till they succeed. Champions have the courage to fall down and not be discouraged. They pick themselves up and keep trying.

4. CHAMPIONS ARE WILLING TO ADAPT
Academic champions are those who can adapt themselves to the demands of the various difficult subjects. They give each subject the time and attention it requires. Also, they handle each teacher with positive attitude no matter how uncooperative he may be.

5. CHAMPIONS ARE WILLING TO INNOVATE
Children are extremely inventive beings. They come into this world with no preconceived notions of doing things. In their minds there are no limits to what they can do or how they can do it. Academic champions learn not only from what others have done before but they also find ways of doing it more efficiently and more successfully. Someone said, “Champions don’t do different things. They do things differently.”

CONCLUSION: You have the ability. You have the talent. All you have to do is believe that you can be a champion in your academic career. You must have a positive mindset with courage and tenacity. You need the ability to constantly make an effort; the ability to work at your goals; the ability to believe that you can do all things through Christ; the ability to keep going when others are discouraged; the ability to realize that you can achieve your God-given dreams; the ability to keep focused; and the willingness to keep practicing, keep developing your talents irrespective of what others say.

BIBLE STUDY

CHRIST’S BIRTH: THE HOPE OF THE WORLD
Isaiah 9:6; Matthew 1:21

        “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given...” Christ’s birth was a unique event, surrounded by invaluable prophecies and their exact fulfilment. Over the years many people have misunderstood the purpose of the birth of Christ.

Q1: From the following passages, mention the purpose of Christ birth?
(i)   Matthew 1:21 ____________________________________________

(ii)  Galatians 3:13____________________________________________

(iii) 1John 3:8b _______________________________________________

(iv)  Luke 4:18 ________________________________________________ 

        Christ’s distinctive nature as the only sinless Man, conceived without adamic depravity proves His sovereignty. It was this distinctive spotlessness which Christ has that disqualified every other man from satisfying God’s demand at Calvary. The entire man: mentally, morally, spiritually have been affected by sin. As a result man became separated from God, totally alienated from the perfect, holy and pure God.

Q2: Mention the consequences of the fall of man?
(i) _____________________________(ii) ____________________________

(iii) _____________________________(iv) __________________________

       This separation is the cause of the beginning of sorrow, 

shame, fear, heartache and manifold problems. Spiritually and mentally man become transgressor and debtor to God (Romans 1:32; 6:23). Consequently, God said “the soul that sinneth it shall die” (Ezekiel 18:4). 

        Christ’s birth gives hope to the whole world. He becomes divine provision of a perfect substitute and sin-bearer (John 3:16). He becomes the lamb of God that takes away the sins of the whole world (John 1:29). Through His blood, man has complete protection from the total and eternal consequences of the fall and the curse of the broken law (Galatians 3:13). There is complete removal of the guilt and condemnation of sin, and full redemption by faith in Him (Isaiah 53:4-8).

Q3: Mention the steps to be taken for a sinning youth to benefit from Christ birth?
(i)  ____________________________(ii) ____________________________

(iii) ___________________________(iv) ____________________________

        God demands repentance from all sinners to avail themselves of the provision of redemption made available through Christ’s birth. Are you yet a sinner? There is hope for you if you will repent and believe the gospel today.

Q4: What hope is provided for the following categories of youth from Christ’s birth?
(i)   Sinning youth ____________________________________________

(ii)  Saved youth ______________________________________________

(iii) Oppress and afflicted youth _______________________________

        Christ’s birth gives hope of forgiveness and salvation to all sinners that sincerely repent from their sin (Romans 10:13). It gives hope of eternal glory to all saved youths (Colosians 1:27b). It offers freedom and abundant life to all that are afflicted by the devil. (Luke 4:18; John10:10).

BIBLE STUDY
CHRIST’S MILLENNIAL REIGN
Isaiah 35:1-10; Revelation 20:1-10

The word “Millennium” simply means a thousand years. Thus Christ’s millennial reign is a thousand years of full manifestation of the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus will come again with the raptured saints (youths) to establish His government (Jude 14). The government of the world, at that time, will resist His coming. But the Lord will overcome them (Revelation 19:15-21).

Q1: What do you understand by Christ millennial reign?
_________________________________________________________________________________

        Satan, the deceiver, will be bound and imprisoned for 1000years, he will not be allowed to perpetrate his wickedness and evil during the reign of Christ (Revelation 20:1-3). Nothing unclean will be there. The power of sin and influence that the devil has over man will be removed and youths will be released from all sources of temptation to demonstrate the purpose of creation.

        Christ’s millennial reign will be a time when the purposes of God will be realised on earth as government under the firm control and direction of God will be established. Christ, as the divine representative of God, will at this time, speak and act for God. He will be given a universal and glorious dominion with absolute power to govern (rule) (Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 45:4).

Q2: What promise will the Christ millennial reign fulfil?________________

 ______________________________________________________________

        It will be a fulfilment of the promise God gave David that his throne would have no end (2Samuel 7:12-16; Isaiah 11:10). Christ, as David’s ‘Son’ will reign at this period with divine mercy, goodness and truth in His deity, Omniscience, Omnipotence and righteousness. What will charaterise the millennium? (1) There will be peace that has never been. The peace of God will beautify the kingdom (Micah 4:23); (2) There will be joy unspeakable (Isaiah 9:3-4; Jeremiah 30:18-19); (3) There will be holiness (Ezekiel 43:7-12); (4) There will be glory (Isaiah 24:23); (5) There will be comfort (Jeremiah 33:23-26); (6) There will be justice (Isaiah 9:7); (7) There will be full knowledge of the glory of the Lord (Habakkuk 2:14).

Q3: According to the following passages, what are the benefits awaiting the inhabitants of the kingdom?
(i)  Isaiah 11:6-9  ________________________________________________

(ii) Jeremiah 30:17; Ezekiel 34:16 ____________________________________

(iii) Isaiah 29:17-19  ______________________________________________

        During the period, the original curse placed upon mankind will be removed and sickness will become a thing of the past and healing will be naturally available to the deformed. Also there will be complete freedom from all forms of oppression and life wil be preserved.

Q4: Who are those expected to partake in Christ’s millennial reign?______

___________________________________________________________________

        All the raptured youths; the poor in the Spirit, those who recognise and admit their state of spiritual poverty (Matthew 5:3); The watchful and prayerful christian youth (Hebrews 9:28). For us to be partaker, let us endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.

Bible Study
THE UNCHANGING GOD
Text: Malachi 3:6; Hosea 13:4; IChronicles 17:20

        It is a general belief that God created the universe. And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good... (Genesis 1:31).
        Today, the world may be experiencing sudden change in Education, Science and other areas but God still remains unchanged. “For I am the Lord I change not...” (Malachi 3:6). 

        A.W. Tozer said, “God’s attitude towards sin is the same as it was when He drove out the sinful man from the Eastward garden and His attitude toward the sinner the same today”.

        How can we know that God has not changed? This can be understood clearly when we consider the Word of God. “For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled” (Matthew 5:18). 

        The word of God is everlasting and binding on human race. It is our duty to believe in the Word. God through His messengers, Prophets, Pastors and the Lord Jesus Christ has spoken concerning our lives in many areas: Salvation (John 3:3,5), Sanctification (John 17:15-17; Luke 1:74-75), Holy Ghost Baptism (Matthew 3:11), Justification (Micah 7:19), Repentance (Isaiah 55:7), Restitution (Luke 19:8), Rapture (ICorinthians 15:51-58), Consistent Christian Living (Hebrews 12:14), Heaven (Revelation 21:1) and Hell (Psalm 9:17). 

God will never change or lower His standard therefore take Him seriously.
Q1: Explain the following terms below.
(i)    Salvation ________________________________________________

(ii)   Justification _____________________________________________

(iii)  Repentance ______________________________________________

(iv)   Restitution ______________________________________________

(v)    Hell _____________________________________________________

The fact that God remain unchanged has made His mercy to be upon us. 
“It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed...” (Lamentation of Jeremiah 3:22). God had mercy on us that is why we are here today. It is the unchanging nature of God that made Jesus to die for our sins. Moreso, the unchanging nature of God has paved the way for sinners to embrace calvary for the washing of sins. What a great opportunity for sinners to come to Jesus and saints to have assurance of heaven. 

Q2. What are the actions the following students should take to enjoy the manifold blessings of God?
(i)    Sinners _________________________________________________

(ii)   Backsliders _____________________________________________

(iii   Procrastinators __________________________________________ 

(iv)   Saints ___________________________________________________

Our God is great, mighty and powerful. He is everywhere (Omnipresent), He has all power (Omnipotent) and all knowing (Omniscient). This term believe God and He will support you to the end. Amen.

FELLOWSHIP SONG


Has God changed?


Our God will never change


Has God changed?


Our God will never change


The same yesterday, today and forever


Has God changed?


Our God will never change.

Talk (Week 6)
GAINS OF DILIGENT STUDYING
1 Timothy 4:13a; Proverbs 22:29;10:4;12:24; Romans 12:11


The proliferation of coaching classes both within and outside the school; the increase in text-books and other materials as well as the invention of computer and Internet Technology (IT) put  the modern day students at a greater advantage. These opportunities were not available to students some decades ago. It is however, ironical that in spite of all these opportunities, the performance of students in both the internal and external examination is rather worse. The standard is seen to be inversely proportional to the various effective opportunities open to the students to learn. This is simply because the study custom nowadays is rather very poor. If failure to study brings losses, then diligent study attracts much gain. There is a lot of difference between a diligent student and an indolent student.

1. 
Principles for Effective Study

Proverbs 2:3-5; 1 Timothy 4:13-15; Daniel 1:17-20.


The advanced learner’s dictionary defines study “as the devotion of time and thought to getting knowledge”. Learning effectively ends neither in the class room nor in a few minutes’ review after lectures. It includes creating time for personal study, when and where nobody  will disturb your concentration. 

The following principles will be very helpful: (i) Choosing a suitable place for study: In your chosen  venue, there should be proper ventilation and lighting system. The place should be free from any distraction. It should not contain distracting wall posters. (ii) Choosing a suitable time: It is better to study at the time the brain is fresh. (iii)  Decide what to study and for how long:  It is advisable to study for 30 minutes (J.S.S students) and 40 minutes for (S.S.S students) at a stretch and then take a few minutes break.  (iv)  Study using the  Survey, Question, Read, Recall, Recite (SQ3R) method:  This method is generally accepted world-wide and has been tested and proved to be 95% effective. 
(v) Improve your memory through the use of Memory Improvement Devices (MID):  MID’s are system that aid retention and recalling, thus making remembring easy. Some of the MID’s are: (i) Active repetition:  Active repetition of a thing makes one better at it. (ii) Association: When you associate new information you receive at a lecture with something familiar, it makesfor easy remembrance.  (iii) The use of formula: This will make learning of long, difficult statement and facts easy. For example, “The total area of rectangle is the multiplication of the length of a side of the rectangle by the breadth of another side of the rectangle” can be compressed to  A=L xB. (iv) Mnemonics: This is trying to build association between irrelevant and unconnected facts.For example: “He has large brain but cannot offer full nine names. Many African schools play soccer, Come and keep cards”. This could be used  in remembering the first twenty (20) elements of the periodic table in Chemistry.

2. 
Profits of Effective Study:  Proverbs 10:4;12:24;13:4;21:5;22:29

The importance of diligent studying cannot be over emphasized. Below are  some of the profits of diligent study:


(i)  It will make you rich in knowledge. (ii) It will make you rich financially and materiallly (Proverbs 10:4,13:4).  (iii) It will offer you leadership opportunities and priviledges in the Church and society (Proverbs 12:24). (iv) Your desires will become a reality (Proverbs 21:5),  (v)  It will promote you to high places (Proverbs 22:29).  (vi)  It  promotes  honesty (1 Thessalonians 4:11,12). Those who are diligent in their studies naturally have no time thinking of how to cheat in examinations. (vii) It will also bring about respect and prestige. (viii) A student who is diligent in his study is better enlightened and will not be cheated (Isaiah 5:13). 
(x) Diligent study will also bring about success in life endeavours including happiness and a fulfilled life.

3. 
Pathway to a Successful Academic Career

Proverbs 23:7; Philippians 3:13,14; James 2;17

Whenever you apply the right formula in any situation, you will surely get a correct and corresponding result. To have a successful academic career, the following principles will help you. (i) Have an excellent desire (Psalm 37:4; Proverbs 23:7; (ii) Write out your goal. (iii) Believe in yourself that you will make it (Mark 9:33; Philippians 3:13,14), (vi) Be consistent (Luke 9:62), (vii) Mind the company you keep (Proverbs 13:20;1 Corinthians 15:33).  (viii) Be disciplined (Proverbs 12:1).  (ix)  Avoid cheating and other satanic  means of studying. (Leviticus 19:26b). (x) Get connected to God (Matthew 11:28; Acts 17:30; Romans 10:9). 
* * * * * * *
Exhortation  (Week 3)
PASSION AND COMPASSION FOR THE  PERISHING  YOUTHS
Isaiah 6:8,9; Matthew 9:36; John 11:33


From our text, Jesus was moved with passion and compassion for the multitudes who came to hear His word at the desert  place. He saw the multitudes as sheep without shepherd. Passion and compassion are two indispensable ingredients needed in soul winning. Evangelism is every  believer’s ministry. Every student who has  tasted  the grace of God must be involved in the salvation of others.

I
 PASSION AND COMPASSION NECESSARY 





 INGREDIENTS FOR SUCCESSFUL SOULWINNING 

 Lamentation 1:12; Habakkuk 1:1-3


Passion is the strong desire to have others see, hear,  know and  experience what you have seen, heard and known. This was the case of Habakkuk - the prophet (Habakkuk 1:1-3). While compassion is a strong feeling of sympathy and pity for others which prompts one to give help or assistance to them. 


The population of the unreached in our schools is alarming and the time is short. Many students are getting more hardened and fallen from grace to grass. The condition of  the uncoverted demands an urgent attention from the concerned and compassionate saved students.We must sound the alarm to them. Preach to the unsaved before it is too late! Thus, a true burden will give rise to a vision. A vision is an imaginative plan of action of future events. Effective soul winning is borne out of passion and compassion.

2
 THE CONDITION OF THE LOST

 Ezekiel 3:17-20; Psalm 7:11; Roman 3:11-18; Galatians 2:19-21; 


 Romans 1:29-32

The condition of the lost sinners in our schools is likened to the story of the 

prodigal son, who lived in sin and needed help. Sinners are held captive by the devil. They are blind to the truth of the gospel. The wages of sin is death. Sin brought untold hardship, pains and suffering to the whole of human race.  Seeing the state of sinners, there is need to have compassion on them and rescue them from their pitiable condition. The following  fact  typify the state / condition of sinners: (i) Sinners are under bondage to sinful habits - stealing, lying, immorality, examination malpractices, occultism, etc,. (ii) Sinners are blind, miserable and under the divine wrath of God (Isaiah 42:7; Romans 10:3). (iii) Sinners are doom in hell (Mark 9:42-48; Revelation 20:10-15). Hell  is the eternal end of all who dies without Christ.  (iv)  Judgement of God awaits sinners who dies in sin. Remember death can come at anytime. So, we need to preach the gospel to them and win them to Christ.

3. 
THE CONCERN AND COMMITMENT OF THE SOUL  WINNERS

Romans 9:1-3; 2 Corinthians 5:14; 2 Kings 7:9-16,  John 9:4; 


2 Samuel 4:24.


The eternal destiny of the careless sinners should make a true soul winner to awake and preach the gospel of salvation to a world of dying youths. Every soul winner must be ready to pay the price of evangelizing the lost. The task is urgent now. We must be moved with compassion to win the lost youths in our schools, classes and communities.We must have the eyes of Jesus to see where the lost are  located and go to them. Preach to the lost in the bus, at home and in the neighbourhood. Special programmes can be organised through the fellowship. In getting the sinners saved, we can also share the scripture passages or “Higher Everyday” with them.  Remember that: “He that watereth; shall be watered.” Soul winning is the most noble and rewarding work on earth that gladdens the heart of God. Our commitment to soulwinning will among other things produce godly youths who have the Spirit of God and who will become strategic leaders of  tomorrow like the case of Joseph in Egypt (Genesis 41:28).  A Hymn writer composed a song that spark up challenges in our contemporary generation today:

    Send the gospel of salvation          Chorus:   Go and tell them (2ce)
    To a world of dying men


       Jesus died for sinful men
    Tell it out every nation


                Go and tell them (2ce)
    Till the Lord shall come again.

       He is coming, He is coming







                 He is coming back again.

We must rise up to the task and challenge of preaching the gospel now. Let us pray.

Bible  Study (Week 8)
THE GREAT TRIBULATION
Matthew 24:14-30; Daniel 9:24-27;Revelation 6:1-17.


The signs of the coming of Jesus Christ and of the end of the world are clearly revealed in the scriptures. In the whole body of study of the last days’ events, the teaching on the great tribulation stands out as an important event which all earnest Bible students should be thoroughly taught. The great tribulation which preceeds the final coming of Christ will not begin until the Church has been raptured home to heaven.

Q1: What do you understand by the Great Tribulation and when will it take place?_____________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________


In view of this fact, some believers may see no reason to be interested in the details of the period of the great tribulation. Not all professing believers shall be raptured but only the pure and prepared saints. All careless, sinning saints and sinners will go through the the throes of the great tribulation.

Q2: Who are the people that will experience the great tribulation?
(i)______________________________(ii)_____________________________

(iii)____________________________(iv)_____________________________


It shall be a period of seven (7) years of unparalleled suffering, woe and destruction. However, it will be a time of universal trouble but centres majorly upon the children of Israel (Jerusalem and Palestine). It is referred to as “The time of Jacob’s  trouble” by Prophet Jeremiah.


The period of the great tribulation falls within Daniel’s seventieth week. Daniel’s prophecy spans between a period of seventy weeks. A week in Daniel’s prophecy means seven years. A time of God’s outpouring wrath and judgement upon the earth.


The Hebrew  word for week is ‘shabus’ and it means ‘seven’. Daniel’s seventy weeks therefore, means Four hundred and ninety (490) years. It is demarcated thus into three:  (i) (7) Sevens or 49 years, for the rebuilding of Jerusalem (Daniel 9:25); (ii) 62  sevens or  434 years  from the completion of the building of Jerusalem ( i.e at the end of the Forty-nine (49) years  and

(iii)  Seven  (7) years which has also been divided into two equal periods i.e.Three and half years each way.

Q3: Identify the three periods in Daniel’s seventy weeks:_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Q4: What should the following categories of people do in order to escape the great tribulation?

(i)    Sinners____________________________________________________

(ii)   Backsliders________________________________________________

(iii) Believers_________________________________________________


So, beware !  Don’t be careless. The grace of God will be sufficient for you.

· * * * * * *

Bible Study (Week 2)
WALKING WITH GOD IN A NEW TERM
Genesis 17:1-9; Romans 12:1-3; Galatians 2:19,20


We never start the Christian journey until we have come out of sin and are separated unto the Lord. The foundation of walking with God is a genuine salvation experience. This is obtained by repenting of our sins, confessing them and accepting Jesus as our Personal Lord and Saviour.  Until then, we cannot walk with God in this new term.

Q1: What is the basic requirement for walking with God in this new term?_____________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

The Christian life is a life of consecration and total yieldedness unto God. It calls for total separation from sin and the world. The world is under the power and influence of the devil, hence, Christians are called out of darkness to walk worthy of the Lord and please Him at all times. We sometimes have to make a willing renunciation of that which is lawful to us in order to live wholly and walk with God.

Q2: What steps must we take if we are to walk with God in this new term in reference to these Scriptures?
(i)      Romans 12:2___________________________________________

(ii)    2 Corinthians 6:17______________________________________

(iii)  2 Timothy 2:4__________________________________________

(iv)  Galatians 6:14________________________________________


Anyone who desires to maintain a  closer walk with God in this new term must not be conformed to the world in the conduct of his examination, friendship, dressing, etc,. He/She must not adopt the principles of this world nor pattern his life after them. His ambitions and affections should be Christ-centred and his life of non-compromise in spite of pressure from unbelieving students in the school.


Abraham forsook his native land for a perfect walk with God. Daniel would rather sleep in the den of lions in order to maintain a daily walk with God.  Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego were not moved by the fierceness of the burning furnace so as to walk worthy of God. Ruth was not left out of the race of those who risked their lives to walk with God.

Q3: Mention some people in the Bible who maintained their walk with God.
(i)______________________________________(ii)_________________________________________

(iii)_____________________________________(iv)________________________________________


Only those who consistently maintain their walk with God will share in the eternal glory and rewards that are awaiting those who remain faithful to the end.

Q4: What are the benefits of maintaining a closer walk with God?
(i)_____________________________________________________________________________________

(ii)_____________________________________________________________________________________

(iii)____________________________________________________________________________________


The world today is in need of Christian students who will shine as light in this dark world  and maintain a closer walk with God to the end. “Beware, walk straight, for God’s plumb line is straight”

· * * * * * *

Exhortation (Week 10)
PERSONAL HYGIENE
III John 2

Hygiene is the study and practice of cleanliness as  a way of maintaining good health and preventing diseases. Christian youths should not be ignorant of this fact that God has His own part to play as we also have our own part to play. We should realise that not all sicknesses are caused by Satan but may be as a result of our carelessness. If you fail to take heed to health principles, there may be a break-down in the body system. Eating contaminated food, drinking unclean water, living in dirty environment will affect your health negatively.

1. 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH AND PERSONAL HYGIENE


1 Peter 2:9; 1 Timothy 4:12

Christian youths are expected to show the glory of God in many ways: spiritually, academically and socially. In the aspect of social life comes cleanliness in appearance, environment, dressing and in what you eat. For a christian student to maintain proper hygiene, the following must be observed: (i) Have your bath at least twice daily. (ii) Clean your teeth at least twice daily (Brush up and down).  (iii)  Drink clean water. (iv)  Avoid buying roadside exposed food. (v) Wash your hands after visiting the toilet. (vi)  Wash and iron your clothes before wearing. (vii)  Wash your sucks and underwear daily. (viii)  Cut your hair low (boys and girls) or keep a neatly plaited hair for girls. (ix) Cut your nails short always. (x)  Dress  as weather dictates: in cold period (thick clothes/dresses),  and in  hot season - (light clothes/dresses). (xi)  Don’t contact herbalists or quack Doctors for medical attention.

(xii) Avoid friends that drink alcohol, smoke and chew  kolanut. (xiii). Maintain good posture when sleeping. (xiv) Have  at least ten hours of sleep daily. (xv)  Avoid very high-heeled shoes which results in arthritis or dislocation. (xvi)  Avoid immodest dresses such as: low neck, open back, trousers for girls, chest exposure, sleeveless dresses and short skirts, etc,.

2.  
CONSEQUENCES OF NEGLECTING PERSONAL 


HYGIENE  Exodus 15:26


Today, there are some diseases and sicknesses common to the youths. These diseases would have been avoided if proper attention was taken to observe personal hygiene. It is not uncommon to see youths suffering from stomach pain, headache, neckpain, stooling, running nose, typhoid, indigestion, vomitting, dizziness, malaria, fever, coughing, etc. Below are some poor habits and their resultant effects:  (i)  Eating exposed food - vomitting and stooling. (ii) Living and staying around smokers - coughing. (iii) Drinking unclean water - typhoid. (iv) Staying in mosquito-infested area - malaria. (v)  Eating undone/poisoned food - stomach pain. (vi)  Over-working without enough rest - headache, dizziness.  (vii)  Under eating (Not eating properly) - inability to resist any infections and diseases

3. 
BENEFITS FOR OBSERVING PERSONAL HYGIENE


Deuteronomy 23:10-12; 28:1

“And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the Lord thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth’’ (Deuteromomy 28:1).  There are lots of benefits we stand to enjoy as we observe good hygiene: (i)  We will not be living a sickly life. (ii) We will be healthy enough to attend to our studies. (iii)  We will have enough to spend on our education instead of buying drugs. (iv)  We will be able to convince others about divine health. (v)  We will be able to do other physical work to the glory of God. (vi)  Our lives will be a praise unto the Lord. 

· * * * * * *

Bible  Study  (Week 3)
DO THE WORK OF AN EVANGELIST

II Timothy 4:2-5; Ephesians 4:11; Acts 21:8; Mark 16:15

Who is an evangelist? An evangelist is one who has experienced genuine salvation and in obedience to the command of our Lord Jesus goes everywhere (including schools, villages, town and cities or even countries) to preach the gospel (Acts 21:8). 

This clarion call to preach the gospel must not be ignored as born again Christian youths/students. You must wake up to rescue the perishing youth in your schools, classes and neighbouring schools. Our Lord Jesus Christ commanded “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature”.  The youth world is still in darkness, we need to use our energy, intellect, time and resources to rescue (these sinning youths)

Sub-topics: (1) Purpose of the gospel.  (2) Presentation of the message. (3) Profit for the faithful evangelist.
1. 
PURPOSE OF THE GOSPEL

Matthew 28:19,20; Mark 16:15; John 20:21-23
(i) Our Lord Jesus Christ said, “Preach the gospel to every creature” This is a command or task that must be done, delaying or dragging feet will tantamount to disobedience. (ii) Looking at  youth world: Million of them see sin as pleasure, but remember, except those sinning youths repent, they shall all (without exception likewise perish (Luke 13:3,5). So we must di the work of an evangelist. (iii) The harvest is ripe and plenteous but the labourers (evangelist) are few and delay will course waste (Matthew 9:36,37; 

 John 4:35). (iv) The coming of the Lord is at hand and the end of the world is very near (Matthew 4:17; Mark 1:5). (v) The time is short and eternity is endless (John 9:4). (vi) There is hell throughout eternity waiting for every unrepentant sinning youth (Revelation 20:15; 21:8).

If we delay or turn deaf ears to the call of our Lord Jesus and exhortation of Paul and exhortation of Paul, the Apostle in (II Timothy 4:15). We stand the danger of condemnation and the Blood of these sinners will be required from our hand (Ezekiel 3:17).

2.  
PRESENTATION OF THE MESSAGE

Ezra 7:10; Deueteronomy 12:32; Ecclesiastes 12:9,10; 


2 Samuel 12:1-7

The gospel is our main priority and we must preach the gospel full and free, don’t add or diminish from it. “What thing soever I command you, observe to do it: thou shalt not add thereto, nor diminish from it” (Deuteronomy 12:32). We must use acceptable words in presenting the gospel message that must be refilling, convincting and presuasive and let your congregation understand the means, source and way of salvation. Point them to Christ not our Church or Pastor (Ecclesiastes 12:9-10; Acts 2:38).

As an evangelist, make your message clear, scriptural, illustrative like the case of Nathan versus David (II Samuel 12:1-7).
3. 
PROFIT FOR THE FAITHFUL EVANGELIST

Psalm 126:6; Daniel 12:3; Revelation 20:4.

Bountiful profit await all the faithful evangelist, while you are still on the earth or when we go to other side of life.

(Psalm 126:6). “He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless came again with rejoicing,  bringing his sheaves with him” and (Daniel 12:3) “And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmement; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever” 
(Daniel 12:3).  Evangelist should seve God relentlessly, courageously and whole heartedly. We shall reap what we sow today.

Bible  Study  (Week 2)
A NEW YEAR WITH GOD
Philippians 3:13,14; Isaiah 43:18,19


An old year is gone and a new year has come so, you are right now in a new ear. New year affords you new opportunity, possibility, prospect, progress and preparation to do an enduring work for God.


Apostle Paul in our text, admonished the Philippian believers to forget the past and look forward to new things. A new year is a time to look ahead with renewed hope, vigour and resolute determination. God has new blessings and provisions for us as we serve Him aright. This new things include academic success, spiritual blessings and physical blessings. And to get the best form God, you must forget past failures or success and be prepared to obey the Lord in all areas of your life.

Q1: What must characterise your life as you serve the Lord this new year from the following scriptures?
(i)   Proverbs 1:7 ________________________________________________

(ii)  Deuteronomy 10:12__________________________________________

(iii) Isaiah 43:18_________________________________________________

T
o experience God’s divine touch in your life, you have a part to play. You must build your life on faith and be courageously “press towards the mark for the prize of the high calling of God”.  Don’t be a slave to disappointment, defeat and discouragement. God wants you to be victorious over all circumstances of life.

Q2: What is God’s plan for sinners and backsliders to make progress this new term according to:
(i)  Romans 10:9-11,13_____________________________________________

(ii) Isaiah 1:18,19________________________________________________

Sinners and backsliders should repent and turn to the Lord for cleansing of their sins in the blood of Jesus before they can enjoy the presence of God. At the beginning of this term, set achievable goals for yourself and determine to fight against any form of opposition from within you (such as laziness, procastination, influence of bad friends, etc.)

Q3: What are the goals you have set this term in the following areas of your life?
(i)    Spiritual life___________________________________________________

(ii)   Academic life_________________________________________________

(iii)  Evangelism___________________________________________________

(iv)  Fellowship participation ________________________________________


Remember God promises abound for us this new year (Exodus 3:14). “And he said, my present shall go with thee and I will give thee rest”

Q4: Mention the promises of God for you this new term.

(i)______________________________(ii)______________________________

(iii) ____________________________(iv)_____________________________

· * * * * * *

Bible  Study  (8)
THE GREAT WHITE THRONE JUDGEMENT
Romans 14:11,12; John 5: 28, 29; Acts 10:42; Revelation 20:11-15

Our study today focuses on one of the last days’ events called eschatology. In this teaching, the Lord is graciously revealing to us His programme for this present evil world. The “Great White Throne Judgement” opens our eyes to see a time to come when all wicked and ungodly people will face the final judgement of God. This teaching must not be doubted, neither to be taken with levity. These are the true sayings of God, written for our learning and “admonition upon whom the ends of the world are come” (1 Corinthians 10:11).

Q1: From the following references, mention the order of event preceeding the Great White Throne Judgement?

(i)    Revelation 20:3,7)____________________________________________

(ii)  Revelation 20:8,9___________________________________________

(iii)  Revelation 20:10____________________________________________

At the Great White Throne Judgement, God shall seat on a magnificent throne to judge the wicked.  All those who died unrepentant from the time of Adam till the time of the Great White Throne Judgement will be resurrected to stand before God to account for their deeds. (John 5:28,29; Revelation 20:11-15).

Q2: From the following references, what will be the basis of God’s judgement?

(i)    Romans 2:2,12____________________________________________

(ii)   Matthew 10:26; Romans 2:16________________________________

(iii)  Matthew 12:36,37__________________________________________

God’s judgement will be fair, without partiality or respect of persons (Job 34:18-22).  He will judge every youth, rich or poor, educated or illiterate, the highly respected and the most despised. The righteous Judge of the universe will receive no bribe to pervert judgement on the great day of His wrath (Deuteronomy 10:17).

Q3: What should the following category of people do to avoid the great day of God’s wrath?

(i)     Sinners (Acts 3:19)__________________________________________

(ii)    Backsliders (Jeremiah 3:12-14)_______________________________

(iii)   Believers (Luke 21:36)______________________________________

You can be saved today to escape this terrible day. As a believer, you must constantly examine your life in Christ and preach the word in season and out of season to the unsaved youth all around you. “Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb.... “ These are the true sayings of God” (Revelation 19:9). Will you be there or on the other side?

* * * * * * *

Bible Study  (Week  2)
A NEW TERM IN GOD’S PRESENCE
 Isaiah 64: 1-3; Micah 1:3,4,

Another term has dawned. The previous term has rolled by with its triumph, sighs and laughter.  We are now in the new term to love the Lord, to trust Him, to prove His unfailing faithfulness and to fellowship in His presence. The Lord promises us: “....my presence shall go with thee, and I will give your rest” (Exodus 33:14).

Q1: According to the following references, mention God’s promises that prove His presence with us.
(i)     Isaiah 43:2___________________________________________________

(ii)  Jeremiah 33:3________________________________________________

(iii)  II Chronicles 7:14______________________________________________

(iv)  Isaiah 41:10__________________________________________________

A new term with new plans, new desires, new expectations, new hopes and new aspirations in God’s presence, demands a new vision, a new approach and , more importantly, a new person. A new person? O yes, a new You!

For us to enjoy God’s presence in our life and fellowship this term, the Lord demands that our life be right with Him. If a sinner will take warning and sincerely surrender to the Lord today, he too will enjoy God’s presence in his life.

Q2: Outline things that can hinder students from enjoying God’s presence according to the following references
(i)     Isaiah 59:1,2_________________________________________________

(ii)    Isaiah 43:22__________________________________________________

(iii) James 1:6____________________________________________________

(iv)  Hebrews 12:1________________________________________________

Q3: Mention some people in the Bible who enjoyed God’s presence.
(i)_______________________________(ii)____________________________

(iii) ______________________________(iv)____________________________

Our God is a mighty fortress and the scripture is filled with His divine assurances, rights, privileges, blessings and promises for a student that walks daily in His presence.

Our God, His name is Emmannuel - God be with us.

I need Thee, Oh, I need Thee, 

Ev’ry hour I need Thee!

Oh bless me now, my Saviour,

 I come to Thee!

* * * * * * *

Exhortation  (Week  3)
SAVED TO SERVE
 Isaiah 1: 18; John 15:16; Acts 26:16,

“Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit and that your fruit should remain; that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you” (John 15:16). Jesus Christ made it very clear that everyone that is born again ( or saved) is already chosen of God for a purpose. This clarion call is to every believer to rise up to the task of evangelising their school for Christ. We shall consider the topic under three sub-headings.

1. 
THE CLARION CALL FROM THE CREATOR

Isaiah 1:18; John 15:16

“Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord, though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool” (Isaiah 1:18). Friends, sinning students, God is calling you to repentance. Whosoever comes to the realization of his/her wretchedness and the impending damnation of his/her soul in the everlasting fire and repents by surrendering his/her life to the Lord Jesus Christ by faith, such shall be saved. Whatever your sin:  may be fornication, (boy or girl friend relationship), cheating in examination hall, fighting, stealing, etc., if only you would genuinely repent, Jesus Christ, the Lover of our soul can cleanse ypou and make you a new creature. It is only when you are born-again that you can answer the call to Christian service.

2. 
THE PURPOSE FOR OUR SALVATION

 Acts 26:16;  Mark 1:17; John 15:16.

The Lord has a purpose for your salvation now that you are saved. Remember, when He called Paul the Apostle, who was formerly called Saul, he told him the purpose of his calling. “But rise, and stand upon your feet; for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose to make thee a Minister and a witness both of these things which thou has seen; and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee” (Acts 26:16).

Likewise, Jesus told Simon Peter and his brother, Andrew “Come ye after me and I will make you to become fishers of men” (Mark 1:17). The Lord is similarly calling  all saved youths today.  Can’t you like Isaiah hear the clarion call from the Creator?  “Also I hear the voice of the Lord, saying whom shall I send, and who will go for us” (Isaiah 6:8). Many christian youths are fond of giving different kinds of excuses for not going into the harvest field to gather in  souls - people like Moses, Isaiah, Jeremiah, etc. God did not accept their excuses but purged them, encouraged them and reinforced them with his promises. In fact, they served the Lord in their generation marvellously. You too should know that you have no excuse whatsoever not to serve God if truly you are genuinely saved. Do you know that  young christian boys and girls who are not as strong, healthy and opportuned as you are, are striving to serve God profitably. Wake up now, stop giving excuses, rescue the perishing.

3. 
THE REWARD OF FAITHFUL SERVICE 

Revelation 2:17; 3:21; Malachi 3:16,17.

“And behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be” (Revelation 22:12).

Your labour will never be in vain. Any sacrifice you make in giving of your time, talent and treasure shall be rewarded. As you serve the Lord you must bear the following in mind:

   (i) 
Serve the Lord  in holiness (Isaiah 52:11)

  (ii) 
Serve Him with heaven in view (I Corinthians 9:27)

  (iii)
Serve the Lord with the whole heart (Deuternonomy 6:5).

  (iv) 
Serve the Lord with all urgency (Luke 14:21).

  (v) 
Serve the Lord in humility (Romans 12:3)

  (vi) 
Serve the Lord in honesty (2 Corinthians 8:21)

  (vii) 
Serve the Lord in hope.

God will surely reward you and in the world to come, the Lord promised to recompense us. Do not allow any opportunity of winning souls, exhorting and encouraging other believers to pass you by. We will only be remembered by what we have done. The question is: What will you be remembered for in your school?  Let us pray!

* * * * * * *

Talk  (Week 6)

PAINS AND REWARDS OF DILIGENT STUDY
 Psalm 126: 5,6; Proverbs 22:29.

Success is the desire of every student. No one ever prays for failure in any of his/her endeavours in life. Our academic success will depend on seriousness, hardwork, discipline and courage as well as faith in God. Three points shall be examined.

(i)       Obstacles to Academic Success;  (ii) 
Stepping stones to Diligent study;    (iii) 
Reward of Diligent study.

1.
 OBSTACLES TO ACADEMIC SUCCESS

 Proverbs 6:6-11; Nehemiah 2:9-15

Academic success is the desire of every student, but many things do hinder students from possessing their possession.

(i) 
Laziness: This is one of the obstacles to academic success. Many students find it extremely difficult to read. They find it easier to play, visit friends and neighbours. As a result, they cannot read their books which will prepare them for test and examination.

(ii) 
Inability to understand the lesson taught by their teachers. When the lesson is on, they are busy on unimportant things and when the teachers ask question. Do you unsderstand? They will answer. Yes!

(iii) 
Lack of text-books and other study materials.
(iv)
Inability to set a reasonable goal that will lead them to desired success. Many students are only concerned with promotion examination, without knowing that their promotion starts from first term.

(v) 
Bad habits and sinful life-style.
2. 
STEPPING STONES TO DILIGENT STUDY
 
Proverbs 18:1; Joshua 1:5-8

For any student to succeed in his/her academic pursuit, he/she must be able to “burn the mid-night candle”, i.e, Read and work hard. To effectively achieve this, the following stepping stones to success must be borne in mind.  (i) Right relationship with God.  As the prayers of sinners are  an abomination to God. God will never honour such prayers.

(ii)    Daily meditation on the promises of God for success

(iii)  Choosing a good study location for daily reading (the place must be quiet, well ventilated and free from objects of distraction).

(iv)   Listening to the teacher when he/she is teaching and you must not be ashamed to ask questions.

(v)    Set realisltic and achievable goals for all your subjects ( i.e. what you want to achieve or score at the end of the term).

(vi)   Revise and solve past questions before examinations.

(vii) Adopt the SQ3R  Study Techniques.

 This means that you learn to:


S - Survey - (Scan through a book)


Q- Question - You develop questions that will assist your under

       standing of the passage.


R - Read - the passage carefully and jot down the important points.


R - Recite - This is very important because it will help you to 

       recall from your memory what you have read.


R - Revise. You  go through all what you have read by reviewing 

      the 
 topic.

3. REWARD OF DILIGENT STUDY (Proverbs 18:16: 22:29)

There are many rewards / blessings that follow those who diligently study to pass their examination both now and in eternity.

These include: 

(i)    Good commendation before God and man (Matthew 25:34-40)

(ii)   Book of remembrance will be written on their behalf (Malachi 3:16)

(iii)  All round success (II John verse 2)

(iv)  Encouragement to other believers (Luke 22:31,32).

(v)   Boldness in prayer (Proverbs 28:1)

(vi)  Fruitfulness in soul-winning (Daniel 12:3).

Be a success minded optimist today. Make sucess your sign post and work it out by your actions on daily basis.

*******
Exhortation (10)

SHINE  AS  LIGHT
 Matthew 5:14-16.

Light gives illumination or brightness to a dark place. Addressing believers, Jesus said: “Ye are the light of the world”. Believers being light of the world therefore  implies that without them in the world, it would be void of any light or illumination. Statements such as: “God knows my heart”, “My christianity is within me”, “Appearance doesn’t matter”, etc., are often heard from many professing christian students. By such assertions, they try to excuse their ungodly conducts.  Such students are source of great reproach to the Christian faith. “For the name of God is blasphemed among the gentiles through you” (Romans 2:24).

1.
 WHY YOU HAVE TO SHINE AS LIGHT

  Matthew 5:16.

As  a born again christian student, your life-style must be different from that of  the professing christians that do not  know Christ experiencially.  So you’re required to shine as light. First, let  men “ ... see your good works”,  and labour not with eye service or as men pleaser, but showing the life of Christ in you through the grace of God. Secondly, you’re to shine as light so that people may glorify the Father on your behalf because of your new language of faith and righteousness, and christian comportment and discipline.

2.
 WHEN TO SHINE AS LIGHT

  Matthew 5: 14,15.

True believing student must be different in his/her conduct and conversation: (i)  When persecuted, pray for your persecutor. (ii) When your parents send you on errands, respond promptly. (iii) When peer pressure  is much on you to yield to immoral lifestyle, maintain a godly stand for the Lord. (iv) When public opinion of “It does not matter” is much on you, look unto Jesus the authour and finisher of our faith. (v) When problems in general are trying to weigh you down and make you deny the faith, take your stand.  

(vi) When poverty is biting hard on you, don’t bow to satan because of money. (vii) When preaching the gospel of Christ, don’t water down the truth of  the word of God.

3. 
WHERE TO SHINE AS LIGHT

Matthew 5:14

The scripture enjoins all christians to shine as light in the world. The world includes the school, our homes, the neighbourhood, inside of a bus, etc., Therefore, as a  christian student, you are to shine as light (i) in the School, as an honest and well behaved student. (ii) at  Home, by being respectful and obedient to your parents/guidance and elder ones. (iii) in the Examination hall, by not partaking in examination malpractices. (iv) in the Neighbourhood  by being respectful, well behaved and not moving with evil peers (v) in the Fellowship and Church, by being committed to serving God in truth and in spirit.

Judas and Saul the king, lost their light due to pressure of the world. Their end was tragic. Watch and Pray and let your Light so shine to the glory of God. 

* * * * * * *

Bible Study  (Week 8)

THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD
 Daniel 12:2-4; Revelation 20:5-16; John 5:25-29

The resurrection of the dead is one of the prominent teachings of the Bible. It is the foundation of our Christian faith; the real hope of all true believers. “For if the dead rise not, then is Christ not raised; and if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain;.... If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable”. As a matter of fact, all who die in this world will undergo physical resurrection of the body. One is said to be physically dead when the spirit and soul separate from the body.

Q1: What is resurrection?______________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Every individual who has ever lived will be resurrected, some to honour and glory and others to everlasting shame and contempt. In the interval between death and the resurrection, the soul of a saint of God goes immediately to meet God in heaven. The repentant malefactor on the cross received forgiveness and assurance of Jesus, “Today shall thou be with me in  paradise” (Luke 23:34-43). Many other references of scriptures confirm that the souls of saints are rejoicing in God’s presence at death (Philippians 1:21-23; Ecclesiastes 12:1,7; Luke 16:19-31; Acts 7:54-60). On the other hand, when a sinner dies, his soul goes immediately to hell. In hell fire, he is conscious, he can see, he can feel and he can hear (Luke 16:19-31).

The timing for the resurrection to life of the just and resurrection to judgement of the unjust is clearly stated in the scriptures according to the ordained programme of God. The resurrection of the just has four phases: First, the resurrection of Christ, the first fruit (I Corinthians 15:3,4,12,20,23), second, the resurrection of the church age saints at the rapture (I Thessalonians 4:13-16); third, the resurrection of tribulation period saints (Revelation 20:3-5) and fourth, the resurrection of Old Testament saints at the second advent of Chirst to the earth (Daniel 12:2; Isaiah 26:19).

Q2: From the following Bible references, where will the sinners and saints be at the end?

(i)    Psalm 9:17__________________________________________________

(ii)   Revelation 20:14,15________________________________________

(iii)  Philippians 1:21-23________________________________________

All the saints of God that ever died will resurrect in the first resurrection. Not a soul will be left behind. The second death has no power over them. They shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years (Revelation 20:6). The second resurrection which is also known as the resurrection of damnation, has to do with the unsaved dead. There will be interval of one thousand years between the first and second resurrection (Revelation 20:5-15). There will be everlasting punishment and torment in the lake of fire for all who partake in the second resurretion who have missed the first resurrection and whose names are not found in the Book of life (Daniel 12:2; Revelaltion 20:11-15).

Q3: What must sinners and believers do to partake in the resurrection of the just according to the following Scriptural verses:

(i)    Ezekiel 18:21-23,30_________________________________________

(ii)   II Corinthians 5:17-19_______________________________________

(iii)  I Thessalonians 4:14,16_____________________________________

(iv)   Romans 8:35,38,39)________________________________________

(v)    Hebrews 12:14_____________________________________________

To partake in the first resurrection, there must first be a spiritual resurrection while in this present life, where the spirit is quickened from death in trespasses and sins and the whole being is renewed in the glorious likeness of God to a life of righteousness and holiness “without which no man shall see the Lord”   

*******

EXHORTATION     (Week  5)
BEWARE! AIDS KILLS (PART I)

Leviticus 26:14-16; Jeremiah 30:12,13; 46:11
Worldwide, AIDS is claiming lives of people in millions. Last year alone, about 2.7 million people were said to have died through this disease phenomenon. Today, the number of people living with HIV/AIDS is put at about 36 million worldwide. Unfortunately, the adolescent or the youth age is the category of the population hardest hit going by available statistics.

According to the United Nations Agency for AIDS (UNAIDS), at least five persons between 10 and 24 years of age worldwide are infected with HIV every minute. This brings the number of youths getting AIDS or HIV in a year to 2.6 million.

In Nigeria, according to the National Action Committee Against AIDS (NACA), the Federal Government agency coordinating the fight against the spread of the disease in the country, while over 1,000 Nigerians are being infected daily by HIV (at the rate of one infection per minute), 500,000 infections will occur this year alone.

Last year, over 150,000 people were said to have died of the disease and this number is expected to jump to over 250,000 this year. So far, over 630,400 Nigerians have died due to AIDS

since 1986, when AIDS claimed its first patient in the country, incidentally, was also a youth!

What then is this phenomenon called HIV/AIDS?
The meaning of HIV/AIDS
AIDS stands for Acquired Immuned-Deficiency Syndrome. The word is formed by the first letter of each of the four words. HIV is also an acronym and it means human immuno-deficiency virus. This is the causative agent for the disease known as AIDS. The terms HIV and AIDS however do not mean the same thing. One leads to other.

Unlike many other disease-causing germs, HIV can only be transferred from someone who has it to another in a particular way. This means that HIV is not contagious and cannot be contracted by mere external relations or contacts. Infection can only take place when there is exchange of blood, products or fluid from an infected individual to the uninfected one.

(We shall continue in Part 2)

EXHORTATION     
BEWARE! AIDS KILLS (PART II)

Leviticus 26:14-16; Jeremiah 30:12,13; 46:11
MEANS OF TRANSMISSION: HIV/AIDS can be transmitted by the following ways:

(i)   Through sexual intercourse, whether vaginal or anal. 

(ii)  Through blood transfusion or injection. Unsterilized needles or implements used or the following are at risks of transferring HIV/AIDS from one user to another: barbing, manicure, pedicure, ear-piercing, nose piercing, tattooing, circumcision, etc. 

(iii) From a pregnant woman to her foetus either at the time of delivery or through breast-feeding.

What are the symptoms of AIDS?
When someone gets infected with HIV, he or she may or may not know as there would be no external manifestations or symptoms, until several years or months after.


However, internally, the virus is at work-destroying the host body’s self-defence mechanisms of the inner state, there would have been internal irredeemable damages. This they noted has resulted in a sharp drop in immune cells known as the white blood cells or CD4+.  At this time, the external signs or symptoms could be any or combination of the following: * intense fatigue/tiredness; * persistent cough and fever; * profuse sweating at night; * diarrhoea and dramatic loss of weight; 

* a tumor that manifests itself as purple patches on the skins and internally;  * mouth ulcers and oral thrush - a fungal infection of the mouth;  * Tuberculosis and Kaposi sarcome.  


AIDS inevitably limits the life-span of a youth by more than half. This means that for those infected with HIV this year, notwitstanding their age, it will take a miracle for them to still be  alive in the next 15 years!


 HOW CAN AIDS BE PREVENTED?
Though AIDS is deadly, and is for life once contracted and has no cure medically, but it is preventable.

The following are the best means of preventing AIDS.

(i)      Total abstinence from sex. For the youth, it is good to abstain from sex until you are ready to marry. And then, HIV test should be done to ascertain the status of your partner before consenting for marriage.

(ii)     Ensure that blood meant for transfusion is properly screened before being administered. Injection needles should also not be shared. Implements for multiple uses in barbing, pedicure, ear/nose piercing, circumcision, etc., should be properly sterilized before being re-used. 

(iii)     Some people advocate the use of condom during sex for those who cannot abstain. It must be realised that sex before marrige is a sin. And a sin is like AIDS for your soul. Therefore, don’t fall into this trap. Abstinence until after marriage is the best and surest means to preventing AIDS which every youth would do well to heed. It is your life!

HOW CAN I HELP OTHERS?
It is easy. If you’ve read thus far, you could be sufficiently placed to know what AIDS means and how it can be transmitted. The next step is to be trained to inform other youths. Get yourself equipped with relevant facts to be a source of information and change to peers. Literatures on this could be obtained to be abreast of details on the causes and consequences of the phenomenon to be better placed to play this role. 

* * * * * * *
Exhortation  (Week 10)

YIELD NOT TO TEMPTATION
 Matthew 4:1-11; James 1:12-15

Temptation is one of the greatest monsters hunting Christian youths. Many spiritually promising youths have been destroyed due to lack of understanding of this subject. It therefore, must be the prayer and concern of every born-again youth not to yield to temptation. “But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ” (2 Corinthians 11:3).

1.
 PECULIAR TEMPTATION OF CHRISTIAN YOUTHS

 Genesis 39:7; Isaiah 3:16; 2 Timothy 3:1-5

Youths generally are prone to various temptations, especially those who have surrendered their lives to the Lord. Some of these temptations include: unholy and impure friendship between boys and girls, Love of fashion and worldly adornments, tendency to remain independent like the prodigal son and pleasure-seeking while some are susceptible to lying so as to cover-up and others resort to cheating in examination hall even though they profess to be born-again. “My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not” (Proverb 1:10).

2. 
PROVISION  OF  VICTORY  FOR  CHRISTIAN  YOUTHS


2 Corinthians 12:9; Jeremiah 35:1-5; Psalm 119:9-11

The provision of God’s grace is the foundation of our spiritual life. Apostle Paul declared, “By the grace of God I am what I am” (1 Corinthians 15:10).  In order to enjoy the divinely provided grace for daily victorious living, you must: (i) Read and study the scripture daily (Psalm 11:9-11). (ii) Resist every temptation in God’s strength (I Peter 5:8,9). (iii) Refuse to yield, whatever the pressure (Genesis 39:40). (iv) Refrain from places of temptation (Proverbs 1:15). (v) Put on the spiritual Armour (Ephesians 6:10-18). “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to (man) youths: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it” (1 Corinthians 10:13).

*******

Talk (Week 6)

I WILL EXCEL
1 Chronicles 4:9; Jeremiah 29:11,12; Mark 9:23

The Bible reveals the desire and thoughts God has for all His sincere children. “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you an expected end” (Jeremiah 29:11). 

God’s expected end for you is to EXCEL in your academics and other areas of your life. The topic suggests the language of FAITH. Faith can re-write the future. The only thing that stands between a man and what he wants in life is often merely the will to try it and the faith to believe that it is possible. Jabez had this faith and he got what he needed.  Your faith is like a flashlight, no matter how dark it gets, it will help you find your way.

Many students develop doubt, regret and worry when they are confronted with difficult situations. Regret looks back; Worry looks around but Faith look up. God always holds something for those who keep their faith in Him “... He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him” Hebrews 11:6). Your life will shrink or expand in proportion to your faith.

We shall consider the following:

(i)
 Destructive elements against Excellence.

(ii) 
Anatomy of Excellence.

1. 
DESTRUCTIVE ELEMENTS AGAINST EXCELLENCE 

Proverbs 23:7

The first among these is doubt.  Many doubt their ability to excel in life. Doubt is the great modern plague, it sees obstacles and 

it dreads to take a step. Doubt will always question. The Bible describes him with doubt “For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he” (Proverbs 23:7).

The second is discouragement. The confession of many is that “I have tried and failed, I don’t think I will ever make it, I think I have to settle here” in the state of mediocrity.

The third is despair- which many have allowed to limit their potential to excel. They feel there is no use trying any more because they have been pushed to the wall. Whatever the situation may be, past failure, difficult subjects, etc., you must not allow these to chain you down.

2. 
ANATOMY OF EXCELLENCE
(i)    Faith and relationship with God: (Hebrews 11:1-6). Faith in God assures us that what He has promised, He is well able to perform. However, true faith comes when our relationship with God is right and scriptural.

(ii)    Burning desire and real determination: (2 Chronicles 15:15). Excellence can never be achieved without burning desire and real determination. Desire deals with the expected goal while determination is concerned with the resolve to get there.

(iii)  Hardwork, diligence and discipline: (1Corinthians 9:25-27). The student who excels above his fellows is he who clearly discerns his object and moves towards it with diligence and discipline.

(iv)   Goal setting and Time Management: (Luke 14:28-32). It is necessary to set a goal, which should be attainable and measurable.

(v)    Persevering prayer and positive confession: Matthew 7:7-11). These are the two pillars that uphold the structure of excellence. Prayer answers all things.

(vi)  Teamwork and resource Management: (Nehemiah 4:16). No man is an Island. There must be co-operation with others as well as appropriate allocation of resources to priority needs. You will surely excel in Jesus’ name. Amen!

* * * * * * *

Exhortation     (Week  3)

THE NEED OF THE HOUR
John 4:34-42; Mark 15:16-18

The encounter of Jesus with the woman at the well shows the need to preach the gospel in season and out of season. Jesus told the disciples to look into the field for they are ripe enough to harvest. The need of the hour is to preach the gospel to save the lost youths in our schools and communities (John 4:35). 

We will consider this topic under 3 points.

1.
 REASONS FOR SOUL WINNING

 Mark 15:16; John 4;34;9:4

Christ’s command is the prime reason why we must preach the gospel. “Go ye into all the earth and preach the gospel to every creature (youth)” (Mark 15:16). In Nigeria, the population of students is about 18 million and if they are not reached with the gospel message in the schools, some will never have the opportunity of hearing the gospel again.  The time is short. Our stay in the school is very short, so we need to urgently preach the gospel. The certainty of death which has claimed many lives should equally stir up our hearts to reach the students before they go to endless eternity.  The reality of eternal punishment in hell for young and old who die in sin should motivate us to rescue them before they are lost.(Revelation 20:11-15).  Many Christian youths have lost their first love and concern for perishing souls. They need to repent and go back to their fiirst love and work (Revelation 2:4,5).

2. 
QUALITIES OF A FRUITFUL SOUL WINNER
A soul winner is someone who is born again, converted or has become a new creature through repentance and faith in Christ. He now possesses Christ-like compassion to bring the lost youths to saving grace of Jesus Christ. The following qualities are necessary for a Christian youth to be fruitful in soulwinning: (1) He must be prayerful. (Galatians 4:16). This will make his preaching to be effective and powerful. (2)  He should be able to speak persuasively when leading the sinners to salvation. (3) He must be passionate like Christ and ready to pay any price for the sinners’s salvation.  (4) He must be prudent. Prudence (wisdom) is necessary since the state of one sinning-youth differs from another (James 1:5). (5) He must be persistent.- keep on telling them and be not discouraged at their negative attitude. The seed you sow today will someday bring forth fruits of righteousness. (6) Be patient and positive in your attitude, approach and presentation (2 Timothy 4:5). (7) Be affirmative - always affirm that: “I know they will hear, they will believe, he/she will repent, the Holy Ghost is working on him/her” etc. (8) Be presentable and let your life be a model of what you preach. Never do anything that will contradict what you are preaching (Romans 2:21).

3. 
SOULWINNING METHOD AND SOUL WINNERS’ 


REWARD

John 4:34,35; Mark 15:16; Daniel 12:3

Personal evangelism is the easiest method we can use to win others to Christ. Set a day apart that you alone or with another student of the same gender, (not opposite sex), will go out for evangelism. Tracts and christian literatures can be prayerfully given to sinning youths. We can go and invite them to the christian fellowship meeting / special programmes. Friends can be made of youths of the same gender (not opposite sex) with the aim of winning them to Christ. Time can be set apart to interceed for the lost youths.  Soulwinner’s joy, fruitfulness, Crown of righteouseness with stars await the christian youth that will consistently preach the gospel till the end (Isaiah 6:8).

Activity: Christian students should be paired up and fix a day of the week for evangelism. They should give a report of success and problem (s) encountered to the Welfare/Evangelism Secretary every week.  * * * * * * *                  
BIBLE STUDY     (Week  8)
HELL: THE DOOM OF THE LOST




     Matthew 10:28; Revelation 20:l3-15

Hell is a place of agonizing torment and everlasting punishment in unquenchable fire for the sinners and backslidders. It is as place where the memory of damned sinners come alive like the case of the richman and Lazarus (Luke 16:23-24). Every one of us have to re-examine our stand today so that we will not be partakers in this fearsome place.

Q1: What do you understand by the word ‘Hell’? _________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Hell is a controversial issue among many scholars today. There are differences in their views too. Some schools of thought believe that sinners will be burnt up in hell (annihilation) while others believe that hell is an intermediate state between death and appearance before God (purgatory). They emphasize this to suit the taste of their audience. But the Bible warns christians to beware and avoid them in our fellowship because they teach damnable heresies (i. e. errors).

Q2: What are some of the false teaching about hell fire that shouild be avoided by Christian students today?_______________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Hell is  reserved for the devil and his angels (2 Peter 2:4) but because of man’s sins and disobedience, sinning boys and girls will become partakers in the wrath and indignation of God if they don’t repent. The only way out to avoid hell and is total repentance from sin and acceptance of  Christ into one’s life as Saviour.

Q3: Mention things that can hinder a student from making heaven from the following texts
(i)    Revelation 21:8_________________________________________________

(ii)  Galatians 5:19-21_______________________________________________

(iii) Matthew 18:15-16______________________________________________

Our Saviour Jesus Christ warns His followers on the danger of hell (Matthew 5:22,29,30). He wants us to do away with anything that will make us to partake in it. We need to give heed to His warning.

Q4: Read Matthew 5:22,29,30 and give reasons why Jesus Christ warned His disciple about the danger of hell.__________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

We need to understand that hell is real and as Christian students, we need to keep walking on the narrow way which leads to heaven. And for every saved student to make heaven the following steps must be taken into consideration.

(i) 
Regular Quiet Time (Mark 1:35).

(ii) 
Watching and praying (Luke 21:34-36)

(iii) 
Develop your faith to meet the challenges daily (Mark 11:23)

(iv) 
Avoid compromise in any area of your life (I Kings 13:14-24).

(v) 
Preach the word daily (Matthew 28:18-20).

(vi) 
Maintain a clear conscience before God and men (Acts 24:16).

(vii) 
Set your affection on things above (Colossians 3:1)

(viii) 
Keep away from all appearance of evil (I Thessalonians 5:22)

(vx) 
Live a holy life within and without (Psalm 15:1-5).

(x) 
Always abound in the work of the Lord (Hebrews 6:10).

The Lord is faithful, He has promised to keep us to the end as we surrender all to Him. 

Have you counted the cost if your soul should be lost;

though you gain the whole world for your own. 

Even now it may be that the line you have crossed. 

Have you counted, have you counted the cost?

EXHORTATION      (Week  3)
DOING EXPLOITS FOR CHRIST




     Daniel 11:32; Jeremiah 1:7-10

The dictionary meaning of the word “exploit” means a daring feat, or take advantage of opportunity available at once’s disposal. Doing exploits involves using our potentials to achieve a definite goal or objective in life. In our text, we are admonished that those who know their God can do exploits. In this new term, the Lord expects us to do great exploits for Him.   Believers’ entrance into the Kingdom of God is a great priviledge, an opportunity that must be cherished and guarded jealously at all times. Our presence in God’s kingdom confers on us great honour and great responsibility of serving the Lord to enlarge His  Kingdom here on earth. There is no limit to our level of exploit in His vineyard if we faithfully follow our Saviour’s instructions and example.

1.
 THE CLARION CALL FOR EXPLOITS

 Mark 16:15,16; John 15:16

Our Lord Jesus Christ calls and commissions every genuinely born-again youth to the work of soul winning. We have the charge and the mandate both to witness to sinners and backsliders and also to defend the gospel of our Lord before false teachers and false prophets (Jude verse 3). We will be the true children of our Heavenly father if we spread the gospel to every nook and cranny of our schools and community with boldness and the determination it requires. The call is urgent and any attempt to be non-challant or sit on the fence is disobedience and equally attracts God’s displeasure. Yet there are conditions that must be met; firstly, holiness of life and conduct is compulsory for us in our attempt to labour for the Master and do exploits for Him. Also, we must be filled with Christ-like compassion for sinning youths in our hearts (Matthew 9:36). It is this compassion that will move us into the (action of pulling them out of fire) with the gospel message. Faithfulness is also required from us in our service for the Lord.

2. 
COMMITMENT FOR EXPLOITS 

Romans 10:1; 2 Timothy 4: 1-3.

We must be committed to doing exploits for Christ. Apostle Paul challenged the believers to this great task. “For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of:  for necessity is laid upon me: yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!”(1 Corinthian 9:16). Apostle Paul was committed to preaching the everlasting gospel of Christ. Soul winning is every believer’s ministry.  Nothing else can gladden our Lord more than to see His children engaged actively in His service of bringing souls to expand His Kingdom. We are employed for great exploit in His kingdom. We cannot afford to disappoint Him. Let this be our commitment and prayers.


“Lead me to some souls today. 


And teach me Lord just what to say, 


Friends of mine are lost in sins and cannot find their way” 

Let this be your commitment and prayer.  Let us pray!

BIBLE STUDY      (Week 2)
A NEW BEGINNING WITH CHRIST

Isaiah 43:1-21

We thank the Lord for bringing us into the new academic session. His word is ever true and so we have no cause to be afraid of the challenges ahead of us. The Lord enjoins us to trust Him because we are precious in His sight (Isaiah 43:4). However, you may be living in sin of disobedience and other vices, what God requires from you is to repent from every known sin and ask Him for mercy.

Q1: Mention some of the sins that can hinder a youth from receiving divine blessings from God this new term

(i)__________________________________(ii)_______________________________

(iii)___________________________________(iv)_______________________________

The Lord is calling all youths who are living in sin or had backslidden to return back to the Lord for mercy by confessing and forsaking your sins, calling upon the Lord for forgiveness of sins. When the prodigal son realized the fact that he had gone into sin and evil, he retraced his step back to his Father who forgave him completely (Luke 15:11-32).

Q2: According to the following passages what are the promises of God for sinning and backsliding students who return to the Lord.

(i)    Exodus 32:11-14________________________________________________

(ii)   Psalm 51:1-4,19________________________________________________

(iii)  John 21:13-17__________________________________________________

Q3: How can a saved student start the new term with the Lord? ___________

_________________________________________________________________

There are many blessings that the Lord has prepared for us this new term. These include:

(i)
Academic success (Daniel 1:17-21)

(ii)
Divine provision (Philippians 4:19)

(iii)
Favour before God and our fellow boys and girls (Luke 2:52).

(iv)
A book of remembrance will be written concerning us (Malachi 3: 16,17).

(v)
Eternal Life. (Hebrews 11:14-16)

As we begin with God, He will definitely bless us in Jesus’ name. Amen.

*******

MONOLOGUE     (Week 7)
WILLIAM CAREY
My name is William Carey. I was born in 1961 in England. I was known for my zeal for mission which earned me the name “the Father of modern mission”. I showed great desire for learning very early in life but due to the poverty of my family, I had to work as a shoemaker’s assistant. 

I did not allow this to disturb me. I was determined and resolute in life. I learned several languages through acquiring books on the subjects and engaging in private tutoring from my friends. Before I was twenty, I had learned Dutch, French, Greek, Italian, Latin and Hebrews languages. I  joined the Baptist Church and I began preaching immediately on foreign missions.

I  proposed a mission work among the heathen in one of our ministerial meetings but to my surprise I was told “Sit down young man when God sees it fit to convert the heathen, He will do so of His own accord” I continued to cherish this dream of mission even though others did not share it with me. I wrote a treatise entitled “An Inquiry on Mission”. This was published and formed the basis for my sermon on Christ mission work which was delivered by me on May 31, 1792.

My treatise laid the foundation for the Baptist Church Mission work in India in April, 1793 of which I became the First Baptist Missionary to India, choosing Isaiah 54:2,3 as my text “Enlarge the place of thy tent” and my Motto was “Expect great things from God; attempt great things for God”.
I translated the Bible into 44 languages and dialects. In addition to soul winning, I founded the Serampore College in India and I was instrumental in the development of grammars and dictionaries in Bengali, Sanshirt and other native tongues. I was also an authority in Horticulture and Agriculture in India.

My story as a humble shoemaker who became a brilliant missionary linguist is one of those spiritual Herotio-Alger stories of how God plucked an unlikely candidate to be the leader of multitudes.

Despite several obstacles both from the work and family of my wife (Dorathy) and 7 children of whom I lost 3 of them both at home and on mission, I was successful. I departed to glory in 1834.

Friends, my life is an example for you to be serious with God and His work. He can use you if you surrender your whole life to Him today and consecrate all at the alter.  Remember, you will only be remembered by what you have done. What will other students remember you for? Let us pray!

       *********

EXHORTATION (Week 10)
CO-OPERATING WITH GOD FOR SUCCESS
Joshua 1:3-8

Co-operation means working together in order to bring about a result. Success is the ultimate goal of every serious-minded student and no meaningful success (be it academic, material or spiritual) can be achieved except he/she co-operates with God – the true source of success. Much success recorded in the world of technology today could be traced back to proper co-operation which must have existed among the working team. We too must co-operate with God for good success. As revealed in our text, true co-operation will involve man’s part and God’s own part.

We shall consider two points: 

(i)  The Basis for Divine Co-operation

(ii)  God’s Unfailing Promises

1.
THE BASIS FOR DIVINE CO-OPERATION 


Amos 3:3; Isaiah 1:18,19; 55:6,7

Co-operation cannot exist outside friendship and agreement. For this cause, Amos heralded “Can two walk together except they be agreed?” (Amos 3:3). Coming into divine co-operation entails co-operating with God. To co-operate with God, we must enter into relationship with Him. This means that sinners and backsliders must repent from their sins. (Acts 3:19). In sincerity, you must agree with God’s word that you are sorry for yours sins. Thereafter, you must maintain a strong determination never to sin anymore. Like the Psalmist, your confession should now be, “My heart is fixed, O God, my hearts us fixed:” (Psalm 57:7). On this basis, we come into true divine co-operation with God.

2.
GOD’S UNFAILING PROMISES

Joshua 1:8; Deuteronomy 28:13; Isaiah 43:18,19; Jeremiah 29:11-13

God’s promises are “yea and amen”. The validity has been tried, tested and found unfailing as believers ages gone claimed such promises by faith and work. Much can be said about Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego who were beneficiaries of God’s unfailing promises in their time. The Scriptures testify that they were “ten times better.” You too can be ten times better in all your subjects.  But there is a part to play. As a student, you must be punctual at school, diligent at school work, a companion of success-minded students, update your class notes, adequately prepare for every test and examination and be determined never to achieve your success through cheating or “expo”, but to assuredly depend on God. You will discover His promises to be unfailing in your life.

Remember, “I know the thought that I think towards you,  saith the Lord, thought of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end” (Jeremiah 29:11) Likewise in (Deuteronomy 28:13) God has promised to “make you the head and not the tail”

********
TALK (Week 3)

WHY STUDENTS FAIL EXAMINATION 
Deuterenomy 28;13; Joshua 1:8; Psalm 1:3

God’s plan and desire for His children is good success. The promises of God abound in the Scriptures (Deuteronomy 28:13) “And the Lord shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shall be above only, and thou shall not be beneath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments of the Lord thy God, which I commanded thee this day, to observe and to do them:”  Despite this wonderful promise of God, many youths end up with failure. They refuse to hearken to the commandment of God. Many follow the wrong methods in their bid to achieve success in life and invariably such youths end up in failure and performing below expectation. Some youths are entangled with carrying “Expo” in examination and other forms of examination malpractices, even employing people to write examination for them at some designated special centers in their quest for success.

The Bible tells us that there is a way that seems right in the sight of man, the end of that way is destruction. Destruction abounds in the way of the sinning youth, who thinks he/she can achieve success by their own power or strength.  Jesus told His disciples “without me ye can do nothing.” God is the giver of wisdom, knowledge and understanding. All that we need is in Jesus, He satisfies us with joy and supply all our needs. Life will be worthless without Him.  For anyone who desires success in life, he/she needs to repent by acknowledging their sins, confessing, forsaking and accepting Christ as personal Lord and Saviour. The question is why Christian youths still fail, in spite of their faith in Christ?
(1)     FACTORS THAT CONTRIBUTE TO FAILURE IN A BELIEVER’S LIFE.

(i)    Laziness and procastination (Proverbs 24:33,34). If one is lazy in doing his/

her class assignment on time or the person is fond of postponing it,  invariably, it will lead to failure. Since such assignments form part of their continuous assessment in the class.

(ii)   Lack of Time management: Majority of students do not know how to use their time judiciously. Someone says “Time is money”.The moment you waste your time, opportunity slips off your way and it is difficult to regain it.  Many students spend time in useless and purposeless activities such as playing games, chatting, visiting friends and going to parties at the expense of their studies in life. This results in failure.

(iii)   Examination Malpractices: Many youths today are involved in one form of examination malpractices or the other. They cheat, carry “expo”, bribe teachers, register in some so called “special centers” where they assist them to pass the exam. All those who act contrary to God’s instruction are sinning against God and are under curse, unless such people repent, then will the curse be broken.

(iii)   Poor Conducive Environment: A conducive environment promotes learning and invariably brings about good success. Where the environment is noisy and there are distractions, learning will be affected which in turn have negative effect of bringing about failure, since the rate of assimilation will be affected.

(iv)   Parents’ Teacher’s Attitude: Where parents do not show concern in the academic performance of their children or wards, such a child left to himself will bring shame to his family. Likewise, incompetent teachers coupled with wrong method of teaching can paralyse the efforts of students who prepare for exam and cannot put down the correct answers required.

(v)   Lack of  adequate infrastructure in schools:  This will affect the success of the youth who reads but have no access to practical to prove it.  Invariably, he/she will not be able to perform. Other factors such as wrong method of teaching/studying, influence of the peer group, health problems, etc., can affect or contribute to the failure of youths in life.

2. FACTUAL PRINCIPLES OF SUCCESS  (Proverbs 22:29).

Repent of every known sins by calling on the Lord for mercy, pardon and assistance in life (Isaiah 1:18-21)

(i)   Desire success (Psalm 37:4)

(ii)  Determine to set achievable goals in order to achieve the needed success

(iii) Discipline (1 Corinthians 9:22). You put your body under control and all habits     

      and attitudes that hinder success will be put off.

(iv) Diligence (Proverbs 22:29) You read and work hard.

(v)  Claim and rest on God’s promises for success (Deuteronomy 28:13).

(vi) Plan and manage your time well (Eclessiastes 3:1-3).

Exhortation                                      

KEEPING THE FAITH

Jude 3

Jude the beloved, admonished the believers to earnestly contend for the faith once delivered to them. The Lord Jesus Christ is sending the same admonition to all born again boys and girls to keep the faith in time like this. Our experience of new life in Christ and the sound knowledge of God’s word (I Peter 1:23-25) should be guarded jealously (Revelation 3:11), lest our hope of eternity with Christ be lost.

We should not be ignorant of the fact that we are still in the world but not of the world (John 17:16). The activities of the world (I John 2:15-17) and the temptation to yield to the corrupt practices have made many Christian students to compromise their faith. Joseph said “how then can I do this great wickedness and sin againt God” (Genesis 39:9c). What a challenge to all Christian students! Apostle Paul further told every young belivers “Abstain from all appearance of evil” (I Thessalonians 5:22).

Jude, the beloved, further warned the believers to avoid false teachings and teachers (Jude 4,5). We are to hold on to the sound teaching of God’s word during this coming long vacation. We are to avoid and shun them (false teachers and false teaching)  without mercy (II John 7,10). Christ is coming very soon; our garment of righteousness should not be stained with polutions of this world and false worship. 

For us to steadfastly keep the faith to the end, the following are indispensable.

(i)  
We are to daily examine our lives (II Corinthians 13:5).

(ii) 
Avoid useless or unprofitable visitation or roaming about (II Samuel 11:2-5)

(iii) 
Shun all invitations to ungodly gathering or fellowship (Genesis 34:1,2; II Samuel 

13:11-19).

(iv) 
Engage in profitable spiritual exercise e.g praying, reading and studying God’s 

word or Christian literature, evangelism, etc (Jude 20).

(v) 
Manage your time wisely for spiritual, academics and domestic cores 


(Ecclesiastes 3:1-8).

(vi) 
Shut the door against false-hood (II John 10)

(vii) 
Fellowship constantly with believers (Hebrews 10:35)

(viii) 
Be heaven - minded (Colosians 3:1-2).

Unbelieving students should know that “the Lord is angry with them continually” (Psalm 7:11-16). The only hope they have is to “kiss the Son, lest he be angry and ye perish from the way ...” (Psalm 2:12). They are to repent and turn away from sin and the Lord will receive them. He will make them His sons and daughters having victory over sin and satan.  Finally, have the hope of making heaven at last.

Bible Study                                     

THE HOLY SPIRIT

Luke 11: 13; Matthew 28:19

The God-head consists of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. Today’s teaching is focused on one of the Personalities in the God-head’ - “The Holy Spirit”. The work, ministry and attributes of the Holy Spirit are not known by many Christian youths today. This is as a result of the false teaching going on in many assemblies about the Holy Spirit.

Q1: Who is the Holy Spirit?________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

The Holy Spirit is a personality who can hear, see, talk and be grieved. He is a person who seeks to get hold of us and use us. He is a Divine personality whom we must honour, worship, fellowship with and listen to.

Q2: Mention some of the wrong teaching about the Holy Spirit.

(i)______________________________________________________________

(ii)_____________________________________________________________

(iii)_____________________________________________________________

The Holy Spirit is not a mere force or mere power that we can get hold on and use, nor is He a mere influence that we feel. He is Eternal, Omnipresent, Omnipotent and Omniscient and holy. He is the inspirer of the Holy Scriptures.

Q3: What are the other names of the Holy Spirit according to these Bible references:

(i)   Acts 10:38 ___________________________________________________

(ii)  2 Corinthians 3:18______________________________________________

(iii) John 14:17____________________________________________________

(iv) I Peter 1:11___________________________________________________

The various names of the Holy Spirit point to the fact that He is also God. He is called the Spirit of the living God, the Spirit of Holiness, the Spirit of life, the Spirit of Wisdom, the Spirit of your Father, the Eternal Spirit, etc.

Q4: Mention some of the works and ministry of the Holy Spirit according to these following passages.

(i)  1Corinthians 2:10,11_____________________________________________

(ii)  John 16:7-11___________________________________________________

(iii) Romans 8:14-16________________________________________________

(iv) Acts 1:8 _______________________________________________________

(v) Titus 3:5______________________________________________________

The Holy Spirit comes into our heart at salvation;  increases His presence in our life at sanctification and we have His fulness when we are baptised of Him. The Holy  Spirit teaches, guides into all truth, interceeds  for saints, comforts, counsels and commands. He also quickens us and heals our bodies.

Exhortation                                      

PREACH THE WORD

II Timothy 4:1-5; Mark 16:15,16
From our text, Apostle Paul charged Timothy to preach the word of God to the people around him.  This charge is in accordance with the commandment of our Saviour Jesus Christ.

1. 
THE PEOPLE TO PREACH THE WORD 


 Luke 10:1;17-20

The preaching of the gospel is scripturally and divinely mandated  for those that are redeemed by the blood of the Lamb (Jesus Christ) to preach.  As the seventy were told that they should not rejoice alone that the devil was subject to them, but that their names are written in the book of life, so the mandate is for those that are born again and not just for anybody, because the blind cannot lead the blind “... And if the blind shall lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.” (Matthew 15:14).

2. 
THE PEOPLE TO REACH WITH THE WORK 


 Mark 16:15; Acts 8:29-35

The passage says  “... Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature”.  The world for us as students is our schools and every creature includes the wayward, immoral, and carefree students, occultic, ignorant and religious students in our schools. At times, tracts may be sent to teachers and if there is no opportunity to preach to them and you should do it with all humility and politeness. We can also interceed and agonise for the conversion of hardened sinners and backsliders in our schools. “...and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom (schools) for such a time as this” (Esther 4:14).

3. 
THE PROFIT OF PREACHING THE WORD


 Daniel 12:13

In preaching the word, there are profits. Personally, you’ll be moving closer to God by living a life that is in according to what you preach. It helps you to check your life, attracts God’s attention to your prayer and eternally you will shine as star forever and ever (Daniel 12:3).  And for the populace, our schools will be a better place, students and teachers will live a godly life- style and there will be no need of closing any school for riot. So “Preach the word, be instant in season and out of season.”

Bible Study                                      

DARE TO BE A DANIEL





Daniel:8-15

There are time that our personal conviction in Christ is put to test to proof  our love for Christ. In our text, Daniel found himself in a strange land. The tendency for Daniel to deny his faith was there, but he stood firm in his faith in God knowing fully well that  “The LORD is in His holy temple, the Lord’s throne is in heaven: His eyes behold, His eyelids try the children of men” ( Ps.11:4). 
Q1. What lesson can be learn from Daniel 1:8?

_______________________________________________________________

Unlike Daniel, a lot of Christian students compromise their faith in Christ they allow temporal pleasures of this earth to take eternal rewards  from them. Not everything that glitters is gold. Let’s beware.

Q2. Mention some things that make a lot of Christian students to compromise their faith in Christ.

(i)___________________________(ii)_______________________________

(iii)________________________________(iv)_____________________________

Considering our environments, some Christian students have believed that, it is not Possible to live a righteous life. But the fact remains that IT IS POSSIBLE, if only we depend on God. Examples abound in the Bible of youth who stood firm on their faith in God and today, they are in heaven. They lived a victorious life in their own time, which is not different from ours. 

Q.3  From the following references, identify the young people that  are worthy of emulation.

(i)   Daniel 1:8 ________________________________________________

(ii)  Genesis 39:7______________________________________________

(iii) 2 Timothy 1:5_____________________________________________ 

(iv) Ruth 1:16-1_______________________________________________

(v)   Acts 21: 8-9 ______________________________________________

“Unto him that is able to keep you from falling: and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy” (Jude 24). God is able to keep if only we steadfastly hold unto Him. But if we compromise our faith and go into sin, the judgment of God will fall on us eventually (Hebrews 10:38).  subject.  Psychologists call this role playing. Play the role of the person already interested in the subject.  Tell yourself it will be very helpful to you to master the subject or course.  Remind yourself of the need to put in more efforts to pass it.  Cultivate the favour and friendship of the teacher handling the subject.  Discuss your problems with him.  Tell him your willingness to learn and the obstacles you constantly/face. (iii) Purposeful application to work: Endeavour to actively participate in class.  This is very important if you are going to gain interest and success you desire.  You want to be thoughtful, always asking questions in your mind and seeing to it that they are answered.  Once you are out of the class, begin a serious search for ways to relate the seeming difficult subject to other activities interesting to you. Developing a wide range of interests will furnish you with a ready source of materials to associate your problem-subject with.

5.
DILIGENCE AND SELF-DISCIPLINE

Diligence put someone at the forefront of excellence “Seest thou a man diligent in his business?  He shall stand before Kings; he shall not stand before mean men”  (Pro. 22:29).  Diligence conquers laziness and procastination. It is a close friend of self-discipline. The two are essential principles of success. Diligence enables you to give your best and your best will give you life’s best. Understand that we draw interest only on what we have deposited. Specify areas where students lack diligence including copying of notes, attending to assignment, reading, answering past questions, painstaking efforts in solving mathematical problems, and revision before examination. Genius will falter by the side of labour, great powers will give place to great industry. Many brilliants students fail because of taking things for granted. There can be no serious study, no successful achievment without self-control, self-discipline leads to self development.

Bible Study                 
THE GOD-HEAD

Matthew 3:16,17; 28:19,20;  2 Corinthians 13:14

The teaching of the God-head and its Trinity is one of the deep mysteries of the Bible. It is a doctrine that is better believed than mentally understood. The teaching deals with the nature and attributes of God. The God head (Trinity) consisting of  God the father, God the Son and the Holy Ghost emphasizes the Divine unity of the three persons in one God.

Q1: Mention the three personalities that constitute the God-head___________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

As a result of our limited understanding of the mysteries of God, many have fallen into disbelieving the doctrine of God-head.

Q2: What are the false beliefs about the God head?______________

_______________________________________________________________

Some people believe that there are three Gods. This is a false belief. The scriptures prove that there is only one God (Ephesians 4:5,6). Some people believe that there is only one personality in the Godhead. This is also a false belief. There are three personalities in one God (1 John 5:7). There are some groups of people who do not believe because the word Trinity is not in the Bible. This group of people have forgotten that the word Bible is not also in the Bible, yet they call this Holy book - the Bible. The God-head consists of three separate, distinct and recognizable personalities and qualities, perfectly united in one. God the Father, Son and the Holy Ghost are different persons in the 

God-head, not merely three names for one person.

Q3: What is the meaning of  the Word “Trinity”?_______________

_______________________________________________________________

The word Trinity is a uni-plural word: Tri-nity or three in unity. In this Trinity, all three personalities  are co-eternal, co-existent, co-equal in divine attributes. The Father is called God. (Matthew 6:9; Psalm 89:26). The Son Jesus Christ is called God (Isaiah 9:6,7); John 20:28) and the Holy Ghost is called God (Acts 5:3,4; Jeremiah 31:31-34).  

These three are to be worshipped. The unity and fellowship of the three personalities in the God-head is scripturally evidenced in the execution of all divine plans and purposes. In the creation of man, the plural pronoun ‘us’ is used by God Himself (Genesis 1:26) and in the diversity of language (Genesis 11:7). The Father is the Creator (Genesis 1:1) yet the works of creation are ascribed to the Son and the Holy Ghost (Hebrews 1:2,3; Ephesians 3:9). 

The work of regeneration and redemption is ascribed to the three personalities: The Father (Matthew 3:17; the Son (John 5:19-21) and the Spirit (John 15:26). The Spirit sanctifies yet the Father and the Son are present and active in the work of sanctification. The Father judges no man, but the Son Jesus Christ “whom he hath ordained:”(Acts 17:31; |John 5:22).

Q4: How can the following people benefit from the Godhead?
(i)    The sinning youth__________________________________________

(ii)  The believing youth________________________________________

The God-head is a great mystery which is clearly beyond the finite mind of the unsaved and natural men (I Corinthians 2:14) except they repent and forsake their sins. The believers must accept the gospel truth of the Trinity by faith and worship God in the spirit so that they can be partakers with those who will enjoy the blissful reign with the God-head (Revelation 3:20-22).

TECHNIQUES OF HANDLINGS AND 

PASSING DIFFICULT SUBJECTS (PART 1)

In every youth is an inborn capacity, talent, ability to be anything he or she desires to be in life. There is no subject that is too difficult for you to study, understand and pass in examinations. The following principles or techniques will help you to handle and pass the seeming difficult subjects.

1. DESIRE

Desire is a strong wish or yearning to accomplish or achieve something. It is the power that gets things done. Success comes when it becomes the cry of one’s life and the supreme desires of the soul. 

It is the “burning desire”, though not anxiety, that brings out the realisation of the great dreams of our lives.

2.DEVELOPING THE “I CAN” ATTITUDES

“As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he”, was Solomon’s wonderful conclusion. Men often conquer difficulties because they think they can. History tells us of some outstanding examples of people with physical defects who should have failed but achieved greatness through the “I can” attitude. 

Charles Steinmetz, the electrical inventor who died in 1923 was deformed at birth. But he did not resign to fate and give in to failure, and with the “I can” attitude, he lived to make out standing contributions to mankind. Napoleon was number forty-two in his class, yet he did what none of the others could not do. He conquered the world through the “I can” attitude. He said: “the word impossible is not in my dictionary” etc.

3. GOAL SETTING

Your key to personal success is to establish a definite goal.  A ‘goal’, is a definite objective, a desired result, a purpose you intend to accomplish. Without a definite goal in an endeavour, your actions will be a venture into emptiness. |A goaless youth is like a traveller without destination. Goals are the checkpoints on your way to success. A goal had three elements viz: (i) It is definite (what to I intend to do?) (ii) It is measurable (How would I do it?). A goal is different from wishful thinking as the latter lacks the elements of how and when. Specify the grade or score you want to get in the difficult subject and state how you will go about achieving it.
4.DEVELOPING INTEREST IN THE DIFFICULT SUBJECTS

You have to cultivate and develop interest in the seemingly uninteresting or difficult subjects.  In life you can never succeed in any enterprise if your interest is elsewhere.  So, interest is the primary condition for success in one’s life career.  In developing interest in the difficult subjects you need three things.  Determination, Role-playing and purposeful application.We shall continue this in Part 2.

TECHNIQUES OF HANDLINGS AND 

PASSING DIFFICULT SUBJECTS (PART II) 

(i) Determination: To develop your interest in any subject or course, you will need to discipline yourself to master the difficult parts of that subject or course. That may mean giving it more time or attention than you ordinary will. There is nothing that you cannot do if you really want to. All you need is determination to develop your interest in those subjects and work towards your goal.
(ii) Role Playing: You will need to whip up your interest by identifying with the difficult subject. Psychologists call this role-playing. Play the role of the person already interested in the subject. Tell yourself it will be very helpful to you to master the subject or course. Remind yourself of the need to put in more efforts to pass it. Cultivate the favour and friendship of the teacher handling the subject.  Discuss your problems with him. Tell him your willingness to learn and the obstacle you constantly face. He will certainly have some very practical advice to offer you on how you can overcome your problems. Besides, you will gain his/her interest and he/she will see to it that he/she helps you succeed. 

(iii) Purposeful application to work: Endeavour to actively participate in the class-work. This is very important if you are going to gain interest and success you desire. You should be thoughtful, always asking questions in your mind and seeing to it that they are answered. Once you are out of the class, begins a serious search for ways to relate the seeming difficulty to other activities interesting to you. Developing a wide range of interests will furnish you with a ready source of materials to associate your problem - subject with. Finally, apply what you are learning to your environment. In studying your problem-subject, you have to study the subject at the time of the day when you freshest.

(iv) Diligence and self-discipline: Diligence put someone at the forefront of excellence. “Seest thou a man diligent in his business? he shall stand before kings: he shall not stand before mean men” (Proverbs 22:29). Diligence conquers laziness and procrastination. It is a close friend of self-discipline. The two are essential Principles of success. Diligence enables you to give your best and your best will give you life’s best. Specific areas where students lack diligence include copying of notes, attending to assignment, reading, answering past questions, painstaking efforts in solving mathematical problems, and revision before examination. “Genius will falter by the side of labour, great powers will give place to great industry.”  Many brilliant students fail because of taking things for granted. There can be no serious study, no successful achievement without self-control. Self discipline leads to self-development. We need self-control to keep to our personal time-table, attend to necessary things and avoid time wasting leisures. The lack of self-control has ruined multitudes of youths who have high ambition and possess rare ability. The price of success is self-discipline. Study and overcome your personal faults. It was said of Stonewall Johnson that early in life, he determined to conquer every weakness he had, physical, mental and moral. He owed his success to his diligence and self-disciple. Many want to succeed but are not willing to pay the price. “He that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without walls.”

(v)  Faith for Success: “Faith”,  said a man of God many centuries ago, “is to believe the word of God for what we do not see and its reward is to see and enjoy what we believe” A school of thought once said, “our faith puts us in touch with the infinite, opens the  way to unbounded opportunities and limitless power”.  A student needs faith in three dimensions to success in life. The New Testament commands that we must “have faith in God.” We also need to believe that God has created us to success and we can.

Exhortation

 OCCUPY TILL I COME

Luke 19: 19-27

        As our Lord Jesus was winding up His earthly ministry, He commanded all believers to be occupied with the business of evangelism and expansion of God’s Kingdom. While waiting the return of Christ, believers are not to live at ease nor engage in the pursuit of selfish ambition, honour and privileges in the world. Rather, we are to utilize the resources at our disposal to build His Kingdom.  Knowing fully well that everyone of us shall give account of himself to God (Romans 14:12.

1.
CHRIST’S COMMAND. 


Luke 19:13   Matthew 28: 19, 20 Mark

We have been commissioned to continue with the task of evangelizing the whole world. We are to preach the gospel in our school until the whole and every tongue confesses Jesus as Lord.  Christ’s command to us all is 

“Occupy till I come.” Until every soul on earth hears the gospel .Whatever will distract or divert our attention from obeying this command is not of the devil.

2.
CHRIST’S EXAMPLE     


John 4: 34; 9: 4, I Peter 2: 21 

Christ, “leaving us an example that ye should follow His step” of labouring for souls. No other work is more important than the saving of souls. Whatever we do here on earth that does not lead to the salvation of souls is of no significance in heaven. Christ channel all His resources, talents and times to the saving of souls. He had no any other business, than bringing boys and girls to God. He reached all categories of people with the gospel of life. If we spend all our resources, talent, and time on anything that does not lead sinners to Christ, we will have no reward in heaven. Christ example should stir us up to reach every youth for Christ.

3.
CHRISTIAN REWARD     


 Daniel 12: 3, Psalm 126:5, 6; Revelation 3: 21; 2: 26, 27.

For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have toward all His faithful children who stick their neck to the work. “And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit into life eternal”. As the harvester rejoices when his fruits are gathered into the store house, so the soul-winner has present joy when souls are won to the Lord. But beyond the present joy, the reward of soul-winning is largely in the future, when the Saints shall be gathered home to glory at the great and final harvest. ‘And let us not be weary in well doing for in due season we shall reap, if we fail not’  (Galatians 6: 9).

As we get occupied in the Lord’s business, He promise us of “His power”, that we should go to all of His parish – the world and school, to declare all of His programme - the gospel, as He promises us  “all of His presence” (Matthew 28: 19, 20)

Bible Study
NEW LIFE IN A NEW TERM
2 Corinthians 5:12-18; Romans 6:4,6,9-12

We thank God for preserving and sustaining our lives throughout last term. This new term the Lord expect us to give our best by doing exploit for Him in our academic and spiritual life. Our text opens with the account of the spiritual transformation that takes place when a sinner had an encounter with the Lord. The new life in Christ brings about real conversion and transformation of lives.

Q: Explain in brief “The New life experience”___________________________

The new life experience brings about a real change or transformation in the life of a sinner or a backslider, old things passed away and a new life and character begins to manifest in love, humility, forgiveness ,etc.

Q2: How can the following categories of students benefit from the new term

(i)   Sinner ________________________________________________________

(ii) Backslidder___________________________________________________

(iii) Believer:_______________________________________________________

This new term the Lord expect us to life for Him a victorious life over sin, sickness,  set-backs and failures in lives.  As christians the Lord want us to get closer to Him and walk with Him in humility, love and faith and purity (1 Thessalonians 4:10-12). We need to do exploits for the Lord in evangelism and shine as light in our academics.

Question: Read Philippians 3:13-15 and outline how one can spend this term academically and spiritually:
(i)________________________________(ii)__________________________________

Question 4: Mention the promises of God concerning you this new term on the following Bible references:

(i)   Isaiah 43:18____________________________________________________

(ii) Jeremiah 29:18_________________________________________________

This new term you must be light to others. Students in your school, community and neighbourhood.

Exhortation
MAKING THE BEST USE OF YOUR POTENTIAL
Genesis 1:26-30; Luke 19:12-26; Philippians 4:13

Potential can be described as an in-built  energy or the energy content of a body. Your potential is therefore, your God’s given abilities or capabilities. Your potential could also means your God’s given talents. You should know that God in His infinite wisdom has deposited something very great in you. It is now left for you to discover what God has given to you and develop it.

1. 
DISCOVER YOUR POTENTIALS

Luke 19:12-20

The potentials God has given you is to enable you assert domineering power over everything that God has made. You can discover your potentials by taking actions backed up by faith. Remember the Bible says “faith without work is dead.” You may not know that you can excel in certain areas of life except you lay your hands on them. The servant in Jesus parable who kept the money given to him in napkin never had the idea that he could make so much and improve his life if he had invested it on a profitable venture. The following steps will enable you discover 

your potentials.

(i) 
Make God Almighty your best friend (John 15:14,15)

(ii) 
Run away from sin, it can destroy your vision (Isaiah 1:15)

(iii) 
Find out  those things that you can do without anybody’s 

influence.

(iv) 
Pray concerning those things (Daniel 2:22,23).

2. 
DOING EXPLOIT WITH YOUR POTENTIAL.

Daniel 11:32

The moment you discover your God’s given potentials, then  you seek the spirit of creativity from the Almighty God  (Job 32:8). Inspiration will definitely move your life forward. This could be achieved through diligent and hardwork.  Proverbs 22:29 has this to say ”seest thou a man diligent in his business? he shall stand before kings; he shall not stand before mean men”. You should be consistent and persistent in whatever thing you are doing provided it is the vision of God for our life. Don’t give up even if you fail at any point.  A truly born again christian suppose to have everything in life. The Bible says “The earth is the Lord and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein” If you move close to God, He will empower you to achieve greatness in life. God is the prime mover of our lives. Your potentials will remain in a state of democracy if you are not in tune with the expectation of God for your life. Bible says in Psalm 127:1 “Except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that build it. Except the Lord keep the city, the watchmen waketh but in vain”. This is a pointer to the fact that you can get to the pinnacle of your career only when you allow God to operate in your life.  May the God of peace give you His wisdom and understanding to make an effective use of your potential in Jesus name, Amen.

BIBLE STUDY
PATH TO TRUE SUCCESS
Joshua 1:8; Deuteronomy 28:13,14

Success is the utmost desire of everyone. But it is quite unfortunate that many, among those who seek to be successful, do not actually understand true success and way by which it can be acquired.

Q1: What is true success?_____________________________________

________________________________________________________________

A person can be said to have true success when he prospers and does well in every area of his life (3 John 2). In the spiritual, academic, social, physical life, etc., he will be able to say to God be the glory. This will also be evidenced for others to see. Many students apply the wrong method in acquiring success which in turn affect them negatively and they eventually fail in life.

Q2: Mention some wrong methods students apply in order to succeed________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

A lot of misconduct is perpetrated by many students in order to acquire success. They get involved in examination malpractices, forging of certificates, occultism, hooliganism, etc. These and others vices are what they think are the short cuts to success but eventually, they lead them to a  regrettable end.

Q3: What role does God play in our success? ___________________

______________________________________________________________________

Q4: What are the principles of success that we need in order to success? ____________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

God is the giver of wisdom, knowledge and understanding. He is success Himself and life in Him brings true success. When a person has God in his / her life and constantly observes the success principles of desires, diligence, discipline and determination, such person is bound to succeed. May the Lord Almighty help each and everyone of you to succeed in all area of life,  Amen.

Q5: How can the following people obtain help from God to achieve success?

(i)    A sinner____________________________________________________

(ii)  A backslider_________________________________________________

(iii) A believer___________________________________________________

When God is acknowledged and we return to him by way of repentance and serve Him faithfully with our whole lives, He gives us success and take us to the top. “And the LORD shall make thee the head, and not the tail and thou shalt and be above only, and thou shalt not be beneath: (Deuteronomy 28:13).

BIBLE STUDY
THE VIRGIN BIRTH OF JESUS
Matthew 1: 18-25; Isaiah 7:14

Our text opens with the account of the virgin birth of Jesus.  This Bible doctrine is important because Jesus is the only begotten Son of God who was miraculously conceived by the virgin Mary through the power of the Holy Ghost. The birth of Jesus was foretold in the Old Testament (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15) and became fulfilled later in the New Testament (Matthew 1:21). Jesus became the only sinless person that fulfilled God’s demand.

Q1:
 Why is the virgin birth of Jesus Christ important to:

(i)  Sinners (Matthew 1:21)_____________________________________

________________________________________________________________

(ii) Believers (Isaiah 7:14)_______________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

The virgin birth of Christ is an essential cardinal truth which could be upheld because Christ was the only person conceived without a sinful nature. He, alone, fulfilled God’s demand and became the spotless Lamb of God. The birth of Jesus was a miraculous one. It was prophesied in the Old Testament and later fulfilled in: (i)___________________________________________________

(ii)____________________________(iii)______________________________

God was the first to unveil the virgin birth of Christ. When He referred to Him as the “seed of the woman” (Genesis 3:15). This proves the fact that Christ would be conceived by a woman who had never known a man. Mary was espoused to Joseph and before they came together she was found with a child of the Holy Ghost (Matthew 1:18). Joseph knew her not until she had brought forth her first born Son and he called His name Jesus.

Q4: According to the following references, mention the Biblical proof of the virgin birth of Christ.
(i)  Matthew 1:20_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

(ii) Isaiah 7:14 _________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

(iii) Galatians 4:4________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

There are many proofs concerning the virgin birth of Christ. We have the angelic proof, divine proof and the apostolic proof. All these proves distinguished Christ from any other moral man and marked Him out as the only true Messiah conceived by a virgin. “And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21).  Are you still living in your sins today?  Look on to Jesus and He will set you free indeed.  And for those who are saved, we need to maintain a consistent life of  “holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of our life” (Luke 1:75). May God help you to remain steadfast till the end. Amen.
